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[bookmark: _Toc75870372]Executive Summary: 
The Domestic Animal Management Plan (DAMP) 2022-2025 is a state-legislated document that guides the work of the City’s Animal Management Unit for a four-year period, to ensure that the domestic animal needs of our community are met.
In order to fairly represent the community’s views and concerns, a community engagement on key domestic animal related topics ran for six weeks, and this feedback will shape the next DAMP. 
Engagement overview
The community engagement period for the City’s Domestic Animal Management Plan 2022 – 2025 ran from March 12 – April 23, 2021, with the aim of capturing the community’s opinions on a broad range of animal management topics. Hearing the community’s priority assists the City’s Animal Management Unit to better understand what they do well, areas for further improvement, and what issues need to be addressed over the next four-year period.
How we engaged
Our community engagement was run primarily online through a survey connected to our “Have Your Say” page, which allowed participants to elect the animal-centric topics that mattered most to them, and they could then answer the appropriate questions.
A hardcopy of the survey was made available to those without internet access, at our three operational customer service centres.
Who we engaged 
It was key that the City obtained feedback from pet owners and non-pet owners, to ensure the views and wishes of the wider community were identified through the engagement process. 
717 people completed the online survey
2 people completed a hardcopy and returned it to the City
Social media and radio promotion provided the greatest spikes in online survey completion levels
Women were far more likely to complete the survey (83% of all respondents)
Middle aged residents were the demographic who provided the highest number of responses (23% of all respondents)
82% of participants owned one or more domestic animals

[bookmark: _Toc75870373]What we heard
The topics we received the most feedback on were:
Dogs in public places
Responsible pet ownership
Dog poo
Community members want changes implemented based on their pet ownership status, as well as geographical location
Many respondents want additional Animal Management staff available to conduct more frequent patrols, issue more infringements and provide a faster service with more frequent updates on how their investigation or issue is progressing
Nuisance cats and dogs are a big issue for our municipality
Dog owners would like more off-leash areas to exercise their dogs
Pet owners are more invested in the management plan and therefore were more likely to respond to the survey,


[bookmark: _Toc75870374]What we did/what we will do
After conducting the community consultation for a 43-day period, the next steps for the DAMP 2022-2025 development project are to:
Collate and review consultation findings and produce both a snapshot and in-depth engagement report (this report).
Submit consultation findings to Council for review
Produce a draft DAMP 2022 – 2025.
Conduct a second community engagement for public review of the draft DAMP 2022 - 2025. 
Produce the final DAMP 2022 – 2025 document for publishing.
Release the DAMP 2022 – 2025 to the community by 4 December, 2021.
[bookmark: _Toc75870375]Introduction
[bookmark: _Toc75870376]Project Background
Every Victorian local government must, under the Domestic Animals Act 1994, prepare a plan outlining how it will manage dogs and cats within its municipal boundaries.

The state-legislated document identifies how the City will:
· help pets, pet owners and the general community to live together
· protect the environment and local wildlife from the negative impacts of dogs and cats
· balance the needs of those who own pets with those who do not
· address animal management welfare and legal issues
· promote responsible pet ownership
· improve the experience of animal ownership

This report highlights the key themes and findings identified from the community consultation run between 12 March and 23 April 2021, regarding the upcoming DAMP 2022 – 2025. This feedback will be presented to Council, and will then act to shape the draft plan, ensuring our resident’s feel heard and catered for.

[bookmark: _Toc75870377]Engagement Purpose
As part of writing the new Domestic Animal Management Plan 2022 -2025, it was key that the City consult with the community to better understand the most pressing animal issues, what our residents feel is working well in the current plan and what areas need further improvement.
The City was solely responsible for designing and running the engagement, as the issues faced by the community are intrinsic to the work and experiences of the Animal Management team, and this pre-existing knowledge shaped the topics for consultation.

The City also recognised the opportunity to improve our understanding of the community’s awareness of certain local laws regarding their pets, as well as knowledge of best practice when it comes to caring for their animal. This insight will allow the City to strategically direct education and promotion of initiatives to areas or demographics with less knowledge of dog laws, cat curfews, the City’s cat desexing program and other key initiatives. 
 

[bookmark: _Toc75870378]About this Report
The purpose of this report is to:
Collate the feedback from the community regarding domestic animal issues, and summarise the common themes in the feedback provided
Present feedback to Councillors for consideration as part of the draft-writing process
Inform the community of engagement findings and maintain transparency in the information that shapes the City’s decisions and actions
Provide ‘community input’ into the draft DAMP 2022 - 2025

[bookmark: _Toc75870379]How we engaged
[bookmark: _Toc75870380]Format
Providing the community with an opportunity to share feedback anonymously via an online survey allows for honest discussion of issues and eliminates several barriers that may be present in other engagement styles, including;
The survey can be completed at any time of day, and on any day of the six-week consultation period, ensuring other commitments do not prevent a participant from providing their feedback in this format
 Allowing people to complete this survey in private means that they may feel freer to speak their truth without fear of judgement or ridicule from others
The online format may be easier to access/utilise for those people with limited mobility or access to transport
Those from the CALD community can use the translation tab on the City’s webpage to convert the survey to their language of choice and allow them to communicate their thoughts on animal management

A hardcopy version was made available to those without internet access; however uptake of this option was very low.
A hardcopy of the full survey and a summary of responses received can be found in Appendix A.
[bookmark: _Toc75870381]Schedule
The consultation ran for a period of 43 days, starting at 9am on Friday 12 March, finishing at 4pm on Friday 23 April 2021.
A six-week consultation period, with 24-hour a day access to the survey, was considered to provide ample time for interested persons to be able to leave their feedback.
[bookmark: _Toc75870382]Promotion
The peaks and troughs in participation can be somewhat explained by the scheduled promotional activities, and the effectiveness they had on participation uptake. 
Social media was the most effective promotion method utilised, clearly boosting survey participation levels, likely due to the ease of being directed to the survey source from a click, versus reading a print advertisement or listening to a radio advertisement, and then having to remember the details of where to find the survey.




[bookmark: _Toc75870383]Who we engaged 
[bookmark: _Toc75870384]Who we planned to engage 
The City sought to engage with all members of the Greater Geelong community, whether they were pet owners or not, to ensure a fair representation of voices and views were shared through the community consultation.
From previous experience, we know that consultations regarding pets elicit an emotional and passionate responses, and sometimes those who own animals, can drown out the voices of those who don’t. Regardless, all community members are impacted by the presence of dogs and cats, some find it to be a positive experience while others have a negative experience.  Understanding these experiences allows the City to develop a DAMP focused on addressing key issues across the region. 

[bookmark: _Toc75870385]Participation 
Over the six-week period that the consultation was open, 717 people completed the online survey through the City’s “Have Your Say’ page.
Of these, 606 were “complete”, whilst a further 111 were “partial”, which means the participant skipped a question we asked them to complete.

[image: ]
Additionally, two hardcopies were completed and submitted by community members who do not have internet access and attended a Customer Service Centre to complete it in person.  A summary of these responses can be found at Appendix A. 

No face-to-face engagements took place due to a lack of staff availability and additionally due to the efforts of reducing covid-19 transmission risk


The online survey completion rate is broken down into the week by week uptake as displayed below.

	Week no.
	No. of online surveys completed
	Promotional activity

	1 (12/3 – 14/3)*
	88
	Geelong Independent article

	2 (15/3 – 21/3) 
	196
	Social media ads

	3 (22/3 – 28/3)
	156
	Social media ads

	4 (29/3 – 4/4)
	51
	-

	5 (5/4 – 11/4)
	23
	City News article

	6 (12/4 – 18/4)
	170
	Bay FM radio ad
Social media ads

	7 (19/4 – 23/4)*
	30
	-

	Total
	717
	


* denotes incomplete week 

[bookmark: _Toc75870386]Demographics
The demographic information captured included residential suburb, age, gender, and their pet ownership status.

[bookmark: _Toc75870387]Residential suburb
Residents living in Ocean Grove, Belmont, Highton and Barwon Heads had the highest participation levels by suburb at 9.1%, 6.6%, 6.1% and 5.1% respectively.  This is not surprising considering the level of community interest around the recent dog order changes affecting the Barwon Coast, and that Highton and Belmont are two of the largest suburbs within the City of Greater Geelong.
[image: ]
[bookmark: _Toc75870388]Age 
Community members who were between the ages of 50 – 59, had the highest participation level in the online survey (162 respondents), followed by 60 – 69 year old’s (150), 40 – 49 year old’s (142), 30 – 39 year old’s (119), 70 – 79 year old’s (60), 18- 29 year old’s (57), 80 – 89 year old’s (6) and under 18’s (2).
This spread of age groups, indicates that domestic animal issues affect all age groups, but those of middle age may feel most affected and passionate about it or have more available time to participate.
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[bookmark: _Toc75870389]Gender
Female respondents significantly outweighed their male counterparts when it came to leaving feedback on domestic animal issues, at a rate of 5:1, with an additional 4% of respondents preferring to either not say, selecting “other” or identifying as non-binary.

[bookmark: _Toc71269676][bookmark: _Toc71711227][bookmark: _Toc75870390][image: ]


[bookmark: _Toc75870391]Who actively engaged
[bookmark: _Toc75870392]Pet ownership status
82% of respondents were pet owners to 18% non-pet owners, an understandable result considering community members without animals may have felt that the management of domestic animals is not as applicable to them.
Of the 696 participants who answered this question, 92 identified as cat owners, 351 as dog owners, and 131 reported owning both a cat and dog.
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[bookmark: _Toc75870393]What we asked
[bookmark: _Toc75870394]TOPICS FOR CONSULTATION
The Domestic Animal Management Plan 2022 – 2025, has 11 key items to be discussed and consulted on:
[bookmark: _Hlk72328842]Dogs in public places
Dog poo
Dogs in coastal areas
Dog attacks
Open space needs
Cat desexing
Nuisance cats and dogs 
Responsible pet ownership
Dog parks
Animal identification and lost animals
Animal Management team

Under each key item, there were between three to six specific questions relating to the topic that would generate through a logic function, so that they appeared when prompted by the relevant previous answer.
A full list of the questions can be found in the hardcopy version of the survey, Appendix A.

[bookmark: _Toc75870395]Why we asked
The questions in  the consultation survey were designed to gain an in-depth understanding of what the community feels works well from our current DAMP and its objectives, what needs further improvement, and if there are any other issues they would like addressed regarding domestic animals.
Additionally, the City’s Animal Management team used this survey as an opportunity to better understand what the community’s level of knowledge was on certain local laws. From this, we can identify gaps in public knowledge and identify ways to address this in future projects. 
A combination of multiple choice and free-text questions were asked of our participants. The multiple-choice style allowed the data to be filtered more readily and trends and themes to be easily identified.
The free-text questions allowed participants to provide in-depth answers regarding their experiences, concerns and ideas on more complex matters, and provide answers that may fall outside the City’s anticipated responses.
[bookmark: _Toc75870396]What we heard
[bookmark: _Toc75870397]Key Findings overview
The topics with the highest number of responses, and therefore the topics the community were most passionate about, were:
Dogs in Public Places (72.8%)
Responsible pet ownership (60.2%)
Dog poo (57.9%)

The topics producing the lowest number of responses, and therefore the least amount of community interest, were:
1. Domestic Animal Businesses (20.5%)
Animal Management Team (25.3%)
Cat desexing (30.3%)
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Engagement Activity 1 – OnLINE SURVEY
The following quantitative data was collected for each of the topics throughout the online survey.
In addition to the online surveys, two hard copy survey responses were received, these can be found in Appendix A. 
[bookmark: _Toc75870398]Dogs in public places
The topic of Dogs in Public Places explored the balance of dog-friendly and dog prohibited areas, on leash order adherence, and dog signage.
513 people left feedback on this topic – the highest number of responses received for a topic.
47% of respondents in this section believed that there are not enough “dog off-leash” areas; 15% believed there aren’t enough dog-free areas, and the remainder feel there is a good balance of on and off lead areas.
Most respondents believe that the community follows “dog on-leash” orders less than 50% of the time, whereas the majority of respondents believe that they themselves follow the ‘dog on leash” orders 100% of the time.
Some verbatim responses from the community are:
“There are a small number of off-leash areas in my area that are not shared sporting ovals. When sport or training activities are on, these areas cannot be used by dog owners and I have to resort to using non-designated off-leash areas. This is particularly challenging in winter when there are shorter daylight hours.”

“I want my dogs to be safe from traffic and other dogs and don't want them running up to people who don't like dogs”

“I walk my dogs mostly in on lead areas only and occasionally take one dog to an off-lead area. People walking dogs off lead in an on lead only area is a big safety issue. Not all dogs want to be approached by other dogs and there are getting to be too many people letting their dogs off lead in on lead only areas. The council do not seem to police this as the same people are always walking their dogs off lead. The retractable leads are also a problem as the owners have no control if their dog is on a retractable lead, even though technically they are complying. Retractable leads can also lead to other people or dogs being wound up by the lead and potentially injured.”

“People where I walk generally follow the rules”

The charts below depict the community’s feedback on Dogs in public places.
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For the following two questions, participants were asked to rate adherence to orders on a scale of 0 = Never, to 10 = Always.
“How well do you think your local community follows dog on-leash orders?”
“What percentage of time do you follow your local dog on-leash orders?”,
24% of participants feel the community follow on-leash orders 50% of the time, while 58% of participants indicate they follow on-leash orders 100% of the time. 
[image: ]
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[bookmark: _Toc75870399]Dog signage
50% of participants feel there is enough signage across the City regrading dog control orders, 40% reported there needs to be more, and 10% provided a free-text response.
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The top 5 areas identified by the community needing more signage are listed below:
	Locations requiring additional signage
	Count

	Beaches 
	21

	Everywhere
	17

	Parks
	12

	Footpaths
	11

	Barwon River
	9



[bookmark: _Toc75870400]Dog poo
407 (57.7%) survey participants elected to leave feedback regarding the issue of dog poo. Respondents were asked: 
If and why they felt dog poo is an issue across the City 
Whether there are particular areas of concern that they would like to alert us to

Of the participants who responded to this question, 83% believe that dog poo is an issue across the City. 
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A selection of verbatim responses received are below

“There is insufficient waste management arrangements along popular walking routes in Geelong, making it challenging for dog owners to appropriately dispose of dog poo. Some examples include the waters' edge between Griffin Gully Pier and Rippleside Park, tracks along the Barwon River and around Eastern Park. While there are some bins in these areas, these are concentrated in picnic areas rather than spaced strategically, and you can walk for several hundred meters (over a kilometre in some examples) without encountering a bin. I believe dog owners want to do the right thing, but no one wants to carry dog poo for 20 minutes.”

“Fines if busted, but how does one even manage the streets?”
 
“The council is using plastic bags in its poop bag dispensers. There is a company that makes dog poop bags from corn starch which are environmentally friendly and available for councils. Their company was formed in Geelong too so would be good to support them. This will need to be a consideration with the future ban on single use plastics https://www.ohcrap.com.au/pages/council-oh-crap-dog-poop-bags”
“There needs to be a ban on dogs on sports grounds. It's everywhere. I'd like to see more fines, signs, owners being stopped and asked f or bags. I've never seen anywhere as bad.”

The top 5 locations identified by respondents as having dog poo issues are:
	Locations where dog poo is reportedly problematic
	Count

	Ocean Grove beaches, trails and footpaths
	27

	Barwon River
	25

	Barwon Heads beaches, trails and footpaths incl. the Bluff
	23

	Private nature strips
	20

	Mt Duneed/Armstrong creek reserves, trails and paths
	20



[bookmark: _Toc75870401]Dogs in coastal areas
In this section we assessed whether the community was aware of Council’s obligation to work with coastal management committees, which beaches the participants would like to leave feedback on, and what they would like us to consider going forward.
A total of 364 people or 51.6% of all respondents chose to comment on this issue. 

Some of the verbatim comments received were

“More visits and fines by the ranger. If people were fined or spoken to by someone in authority, they may be more likely to obey the dog poo requirements and the dogs on leash or no dogs signage”.


“Police it more. It's completely out of control. I feel threatened every time I walk my dogs”
 

“A fairer seasonal management of the river and coastal areas”

‘We are banned from certain beaches for a long time over summer till May. Consider opening some areas of the beach and river when the children have returned to school. Shut it again at Easter”

Of the 364 people who answered the questions regarding dogs in coastal areas, 27% were not aware that the City works collaboratively with coastal management committees, and therefore are also unlikely to understand the underpinning roles and responsibilities of each organisation within these partnerships.

[image: ]

Of those wanting to leave feedback on coastal areas, 51.1% provided feedback on City-managed beaches, whilst 33.4% were interested in engaging on the Barwon Coast, and a further 15.4% on the Bellarine Bayside.  The feedback collected through this engagement will be passed on to the relevant Coastal Management Committee for consideration.
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However, many respondents stated they didn’t want to leave feedback on a Coastal management committee area, or a City-managed beach, and elected to “write in” their response, listing 
Ocean Grove (7) 
Portarlington (3) 
Barwon Heads (3) 
Collendina (2) 
13th Beach (2) 
Queenscliff and Torquay (4)  (managed by the Borough of Queenscliffe and Surf Coast Shire respectively).  
These responses indicate that many respondents do not know the beach areas that fall under coastal management committee control, despite answering that they did.

The top 5 grouped responses to the “What would you like the City to consider?” question, are as follows:
	Themes: regarding coastal are management
	Count

	More patrolling and enforcement required
	41

	More dog off-leash beach areas needed
	34

	Barwon Coast “summer” restrictions and dog-free hours are too long. Should be Dec 1 – Jan 31
	26

	Birds need more protection
	19

	Better/more signage and upkeep (incl. from water and multilingual)
	19



[bookmark: _Toc75870402]Dog attacks and incidents
259 survey respondents opted to leave feedback regarding “dog incidents and attacks”. They were asked:
 If they had personally experienced or witnessed a dog-centric incident
What type of incident it was
If it was reported to the City
Were they happy with the City’s management of the incident 
If they could suggest how the incident may have been avoided.

68% of respondents stated they had witnessed or been involved in a negative dog-centric incident.
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70.5% of those who reported being involved in a negative incident were involved in a menacing rush, over 30% were knocked over by a dog and had had their pet attacked by a dog, and 15.6% had been attacked by a dog themselves.
[image: ]
19% of the people who witnessed or were involved in the incident reported it to Council. 23% stated they didn’t know they could or should.
[image: ]

Of those who used the City’s services for this incident, 44% were satisfied with how it was managed.
[bookmark: _Toc71711240][bookmark: _Toc75870403][image: ]

When respondents were dissatisfied with the way in which the incident was handled, it was most commonly due to not receiving adequate feedback on the outcome of the incident (4), or because the City told them that they were not able to go further with the investigation due to limited details (6).







When asked “Can you identify how this incident could have been avoided”, 88.4% stated “Yes”, and their reasons were as follows:
	Themes: How to avoid dog-centric attacks and incidences
	Count

	Keep dogs on leash
	11

	Better dog training/socialisation 
	4

	Ban specific breeds
	2

	Better containment
	2



[bookmark: _Toc75870404]Open space needs
When considering open space needs for our community and their beloved pets, the City wanted to assess whether the community felt there are ample on leash and off leash space near where they live, as well as suitable amounts of dog-free space. 
Of the 328 people who elected to leave feedback on “open space needs”, 80% felt they had ample access to on-leash open spaces, whilst 14% stated they did not, and 6% were unsure.
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62% of respondents felt that they did not have ample access to dog off leash areas, whilst 25% said they did, and 13% weren’t sure.
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Finally, 46% felt they had ample access to public spaces that prohibited dogs, with 15% stating they did not, and 37% were unsure. 
[image: ]











For the 77 participants who acknowledged living in a townhouse, unit or on a small block, 61 of them said they factored in the limited space when choosing a pet, whilst the other 16 did not.
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Pet owners were also asked whether they considered the size of their land and local facilities before taking on a pet in the question above and were provided the opportunity to comment. The response trends are identified below:

	Themes: regarding land allotments and pets
	Count

	Definitely considered pets space needs
	19

	Lot size/house chosen based on existing pet needs
	11

	Actively seek exercise in public spaces
	11

	Pet selection based on land size
	8

	Couldn’t have a larger breed due to block size
	4


[bookmark: _Toc75870405]A selection of the verbatim responses are listed below
“Refuse to live in newer estates as there is no room for your dogs to play or naturally run about. You are not able to be with them 24/7 and these new estate housing do not fit the animals need.”

“Many breeds can do well on small spaces if exercised appropriately and plenty of environmental enrichment”

[bookmark: _Toc75870406]Cat desexing
The cat desexing questions attempted to establish: 
What percentage of the community has their cat desexed
What are the barriers preventing owners from desexing their cat
Awareness of the discount cat desexing program, how we may better publicise it and support the community to desex their cats

217 of the 717 survey participants confirmed they owned a cat, and pleasingly, 98.2% or 213 of them stated their cat was desexed.
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Only four out of 217 people responding to the cat desexing topic stated that they did not have their cats desexed, due to either “being a registered breeder” (3) or “expense” (1).
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51% of 207 people asked about the City’s discount cat desexing month, were aware it is conducted annually.

[image: ]

Respondents provided a number of ideas on ways in which the City can better promote the discount desexing program.






The top 5 response themes to “Do you have any suggestions on how you believe Council could further support and encourage the community to desex their animals?” are collated below:

	Themes: Improving cat desexing rates
	Count

	Further reduce expense
	18

	Education on desexing benefits incl. at schools
	16

	Offer it more than once a year
	14

	Free
	13

	Fines
	11



[bookmark: _Toc75870407]Nuisance cats and dogs
Survey respondents were asked whether they experienced issues with nuisance cats and dogs, what type of nuisance they experienced, and how these issues could be better managed by the City.
[bookmark: _Toc75870408]Cats
337 people elected to leave feedback on nuisance cats. Of these, 229 or 68% stated that they have experienced issues with nuisance cats in their neighbourhood.
[image: ]
The most common issues reported re: nuisance cats were trespass onto private property (84.3%), impact on native birds and wildlife (57.6%), and destruction of property (42.8%).
[image: ]
[bookmark: _Toc71711245][bookmark: _Toc75870409][image: ]

The top 5 suggestions from community members on how to better manage nuisance cats included:
	Themes: nuisance cat management
	Count

	24/7 cat curfew
	40

	Police cat curfew incl. night patrols
	39

	Enforcement and fines
	31

	More traps
	29

	Education
	22



A selection of the verbatim comments received are:
“As a non-cat owner, I would be very supportive of requiring cats to be kept indoors unless in a secure cat run”

“Roaming cats is a big issue. Educating cat owners on local laws regarding keeping their cat on their property 24/7, cat curfew and how to sustain a happy cat indoors with enrichment will hopefully decrease these complaints. Info sources of where to obtain cat enclosures or DIY ideas. Team up with Bunnings for a "Learn how to DIY your Cat enclosure". Supply those who attend a discount code to use when buying the materials to make their enclosure. On those days organise with a reputable animal rescue to have a sausage sizzle to raise money they need as they help with the cat issues of Geelong unfunded. Community engagement is essential if we are going to put a dent in this issue.”

“Allow people to trap cats. If those cats have a home, the owner should be fined for not following the curfew. If they are not desexed then they should be desexed before releasing to owners.”

[bookmark: _Toc75870410]Dogs
Of the 335 people who wanted to respond to nuisance dogs, 45% confirmed they had experienced issues in their neighbourhood.
[bookmark: _Toc71711247][bookmark: _Toc75870411][image: ]

The most common issue was barking dogs, which was reported as a nuisance by 75.3% of the respondents commenting on this topic.
“Dogs not being kept on leash in on-leash public spaces” (48%) and “uncollected dog poo on your property” (47.3%), were the second and third most problematic issues raised.
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Top suggestions from community members on how to better manage nuisance dogs included:
	Themes: nuisance dog management
	Count

	Fines
	19

	Take nuisance barking complaints seriously/scrap diary
	16

	Education on enriching environments for dogs
	14

	Animal Management unit to act promptly to complaints and provide follow up
	12

	More patrolling
	11



Some of the verbatim comments received are:
“I understand how difficult it is but reminding dog owners who go off to work each day and leave their dogs outside that constant barking while dogs wait for their owners to return is a real concern. Too many dog owners (particularly of large dogs) seem totally unaware of the need to exercise their dogs.”

“If someone contacts council with a barking dog problem DO SOMETHING ABOUT THE PROBLEM ! If I have to keep a Barking Dairy DON'T tell the owner because they keep the dog quiet for the 2 weeks and then NOTHING is done!”

“Campaigns around responsibility of owners eg: walking, socialising, care giving etc. so many are locked in backyards and never walked.”






[bookmark: _Toc75870412]Responsible pet ownership
Regarding the issue of responsible pet ownership, we attempted to gauge the public’s awareness of certain local laws and expectations of domestic animal owners, as well as gain suggestions about how the community thinks we can improve responsible pet ownership across the municipality.

An open-ended question of “What do you think it means to be a responsible pet owner?” was asked of respondents, and their answers have been directly exported and included in Appendix C.

62% of the 429 survey respondents in this section knew the local law, that cats are required to be desexed by the time they are three months of age.
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97.8% of respondents understood the need to vaccinate their pets.
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See Appendix D for further analysis of “sometimes” responses to above question.
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See Appendix D for further analysis of “sometimes” responses to above question.
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See Appendix D for further analysis of “sometimes” responses to above question
Anonymous verbatim comment from survey respondent:
“Honestly what really is effective control? Dogs wandering behind owner is common, owner not looking back. Dogs way in front of owner is not effective control. Dogs approaching myself or little ones is not effective control, and this happens a lot. People swimming whilst dog on beach off lead is not effective control. I see this heaps. Dogs barking incessantly whilst anywhere, on beach, at home, where-ever, is not effective control. Dogs running near me and around me whilst trying to walk is common. Am sick of people telling me their dog is just being friendly.”

“Most owners have well trained, responsive dogs. A minority have uncontrollable dogs that are a menace.”

[image: ]

See Appendix D for analysis of “mixed” responses to above question.

Finally, we asked respondents to this section, “How do you think the City can encourage more of our community members to be responsible pet owners?”
All responses can be found in Appendix D.

[bookmark: _Toc75870413]Dog parks
As the topic of “Dog Parks” has already been consulted on extensively by the Open Space Planning team who is responsible for their rollout, the DAMP consultation simply asked the open-ended question, “would you like to leave any comments regarding dog parks?”

The top 5 grouped answers are listed below:
	[bookmark: _Hlk75415158]Themes: dog park comments
	Count

	New parks sound great
	50

	Need more
	49

	Separate area for timid/small dogs is great idea
	26

	Bellarine dog park needed
	26

	Hotspot for problems – dogs MUST be supervised 
	23



Some of the verbatim comments received were 
“People don't expect features. People just want a safe, fully fenced area where dogs can socialize. I am excited for the Belmont one, however, the amount of features included makes me worry how long it will take. The more we have, the better! People currently are using sporting ovals, but these aren't fully enclosed and can't be accessed at all times.”
“The stead park off leash dog area is extremely small and plain. There's more dog fights because you can't walk anywhere and there's nothing to do. There is much more room in that area and simply extending the fenced area would be a great start.”
“Still 10 years behind the necessary commitment. Endless playgrounds that are never utilised, endless space for children to play. Hard to access, small secured areas are available now. Whilst the two additional ones are great - it would have been proficient years ago. With increased demand it simply isn't enough.”

[bookmark: _GoBack]“Allow local trainers to make use of the dog parks by holding training classes in separate agility/training area so that owners are better educated regarding handling their dogs. Patrol the parks more of ten checking registration and microchips making sure details are up to date. Would be nice to have more tress and shade areas at Belmont Park and maybe a wet area. Pond/pool where dogs can cool off also Cap number of dogs able to use the parks at one time.”

“More dog parks would be great”

[bookmark: _Toc75870414]Animal identification and lost animals
Questions relating to “Animal identification and lost animals” aimed to explore how the community thinks we can more efficiently reunite animals with their owner/s, as well as gain insight into the public’s understanding of pet-ownership requirements and barriers to meeting these.

96% of the 220 respondents to this section knew it was a Council requirement to have their pet cats and dogs registered and microchipped by the time they were three months old.

[image: ]
89.9% of respondents confirmed all their animals were registered with Council, whilst 5% stated “some” were, and a further 5% stated “none” were.
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The main barriers preventing respondents from registering their pets with Council included, “Other” (63.6%), expense (40.9%).
“Other” reasons included:
· Want my pet to be older so they can be desexed prior and get cheaper rate 
· Awaiting another council transfer 
· Fee for “entire” animals is too high 
· Don’t feel the money paid is reinvested well back into the animal 
· Too difficult for first timers 
· Should have lifetime registration option
[image: ]
87.7% of respondents knew they need to update their personal details with both Council and Central Animal Records (CAR) to allow the swift reunion of lost pets, whilst 10% thought Council and CAR were the same thing.
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The top 5 recommendations from respondents on how to improve registration and microchipping adherence rates are below:
	[bookmark: _Hlk75415365]Themes: Registration and microchipping adherence
	Count

	Make it free/subsidised (particularly first year)
	42

	Higher fines for non-compliance
	15

	Microchip/rego drives
	13

	Spot checks
	9

	Free gift/vet appointment/training incentive
	9
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Ways the respondents felt we could better manage the reunion of pets with their owners included allowing vets to reunite animals, utilise social media, create a lost and found database and lower release fees.

	Themes: Reunion of Pets and Owners
	Count

	Allow vets with relevant legal authority to unite animals directly
	18

	Use social media
	16

	Create a council database “lost and found registry”
	11

	Immediate contact made with owner prior to impoundment
	9

	Lower pound release fees 
	9












[bookmark: _Toc75870415]Animal Management team
169 online survey participants elected to leave feedback on the Animal Management team. They were asked questions relating to visibility, interactions and how the team can improve their service to the community.

41% of respondents acknowledged they have seen the Animal Management team patrolling
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38.5% confirmed the branded vehicles have improved their visibility/public awareness.
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41.4% of survey participants have had an interaction with a member of the Animal Management team.
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The top 5 suggestions on how the Animal Management team could improve their service included:
	Themes: suggestions for the Animal Management team
	Count

	Be more visible 
	16

	Need more officers 
	16

	Enforce the law
	12

	More patrols
	9

	Keep interactions pleasant
	8





Collated responses to “Would you like to leave any further feedback or comments about any of the topics listed above, or another animal-centric issue that is not discussed above?”, are compiled into themes and can be found at Appendix D.

[bookmark: _Toc75870416]Domestic Animal Businesses 
138 respondents chose to answer the questions regarding Domestic Animal Businesses. These questions were designed to gauge the understanding of whether respondents understood the licencing requirements for Domestic Animal Businesses, and whether people knew that they could report their concerns regarding these businesses to the City. 

76% of respondents confirmed they knew animal businesses were required to be registered with council.
[bookmark: _Toc71711253][bookmark: _Toc75870417][image: ]

72% of respondents were aware they could report concerns with animal management businesses to Council.
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The collated responses have been grouped into themes, which are listed below:
	Themes: Domestic Animal Businesses
	Count

	Concerns regarding business operations, including non-reg and animal cruelty
	15

	Registration process is too difficult
	1

	Need further awareness of what constitutes a Domestic Animal Business
	1

	Other issue, not related to Domestic Animal Businesses
	4







[bookmark: _Toc75870418]Discussion
Community engagement successes
[bookmark: _Toc75870419]Online format
The duration of the community consultation was ample to collect a significant amount of feedback from members of the community who wished to participate.
In the 43-day period, we collected 719 responses to the survey in either online or hardcopy form.

[bookmark: _Toc75870420]Promotion
It was highlighted through the increased activity on weeks where promotion occurred, that the various forms of promotion utilised were effective in generating further traffic to the online survey link, particularly the use of social media and radio ads.


Community engagement areas for improvement
[bookmark: _Toc75870421]Consultation timing
We did not anticipate that the timing of Easter, which fell in the middle of the engagement, would reduce participation to the degree it did.
Over the Easter long weekend, only nine surveys were completed. Additionally, the uptake for the survey completion afterwards remained lower than prior to the Easter period. 
[bookmark: _Toc71711279][bookmark: _Toc75870422]Hardcopy survey
The survey was constructed on an online survey software program called Alchemer™, which allows you to embed restrictions on answer styles (select one or several answers), compulsory questions, and logic on how a certain answer will then create a flow on of appropriate questions.
This works well in an online format, however as a hardcopy, the survey is not streamlined.
Instead every question constructed, whether applicable or not to the participants answers, is printed. The ability to restrict participants from moving forward in the survey if they have not answered a compulsory question is removed.
Overall, it looks much longer, and the format is awkward in comparison to its online counterpart, however, there is nothing that can be done about this when using a printed version.
In future it may be best to support participants at customer service centres to fill the survey in online using City property, whether that be a computer or tablet.


[bookmark: _Toc75870423]Next steps
A short “Snapshot” engagement report was uploaded onto the City’s “Have Your Say” page in April 2021. Community members who elected to ”follow” the project page will receive updates regarding this project and access to any reports and additional information shared through this platform.
In addition, this detailed, extended community engagement report has been written and will be shared through the same medium.

[bookmark: _Toc75870424]Next Steps
This engagement report will be used to inform the objectives of the next Domestic Animal Management Plan. Commentary collected from the community will be included in the “What we heard” sections of each topic, and will help the Animal Management team and Council decide what future steps should be taken to meet community needs and address issues raised.
The draft DAMP 2022 - 2025 report will be released to the public, for review later in the year, before being finalised and published in line with the 3 December 2021 expiry date of the current DAMP 2018-2021.






























[bookmark: _Toc75870425]Appendix A – Survey hardcopy
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Engagement ACtivity 2 – HARDCOPY SURVEY 
Only two hardcopy surveys were completed and submitted back to Council for consideration.
Unfortunately, one was not suitably filled in, and instead included a large block of text voicing issues they wanted to raise.
These comments have been included under all appropriate topics.

Participants lived in:	
Rippleside (1)
Belmont (1)

Were in the age bracket of:
60 – 69 (2)

Identified as:
Female (1)
Male (1)

Stated they:
Owned dog/s (2)

Wanted to leave feedback regarding
Dogs in Public Places (1)
Dog Poo (2)
Dogs incidences and attacks (2)
Open Space needs (1)
Nuisance cats and dogs (2)
Responsible pet ownership (1)
Dog Parks (2)
Animal Management team (1)

The following quantitative data was collected for each of the topics throughout the hardcopy survey:
[bookmark: _Toc75422354][bookmark: _Toc75422421][bookmark: _Toc75870426]Dogs in public places
Too few dog-free areas
Community follows orders very well
Participant always follows dog orders
There is enough signage in the public spaces the participant uses.
Education will encourage more people to abide by on-leash orders

[bookmark: _Toc75422355][bookmark: _Toc75422422][bookmark: _Toc75870427]Dog poo
Uncollected dog poo is an issue (2)
It is unsightly, smells, poses a health risk, leads to environmental contamination and is annoying and not my responsibility to clean up.
Place more bins along the western beach lower path and at the end of Rippleside pier.

[bookmark: _Toc75422356][bookmark: _Toc75422423][bookmark: _Toc75870428]Dog incidences and attacks
Yes, I have experienced or witnessed a negative dog incident in a public space
My pet was attacked by a dog
I did report this to council
I was unsatisfied with the City’s handling of the incident as they were unable to follow up
This could have been avoided by restricting sales of dangerous dogs and providing owners with more education around breeds, pet behaviour etc
There has been no follow up on a dangerous German Shepherd I have reported in Belmont.

[bookmark: _Toc75422357][bookmark: _Toc75422424][bookmark: _Toc75870429]Open space needs
Ample access to on leash space
Ample access to off leash space
Ample access to dogs prohibited space

[bookmark: _Toc75422358][bookmark: _Toc75422425][bookmark: _Toc75870430]Nuisance cats and dogs
Yes, there are nuisance cats in my neighbourhood
This is in relation to: 
Trespass
Strays
Destruction of property
Impact on native birds and animals
Enforce cat curfew laws
No nuisance dog issues

“My dogs have been accused of nuisance barking. When I explained what was going on, the girl realised it was a nuisance complaint, made without a basis. The rangers make up their mind before contact is made with the owner. I don’t appreciate being told I am telling lies.”

[bookmark: _Toc75422359][bookmark: _Toc75422426][bookmark: _Toc75870431]Responsible pet ownership
I am aware of microchipping and registering my pets by 3 months of age
My pets are all registered with Council
I am aware I need to update microchipping details with CAR
Being a responsible pet owner means providing them with love and discipline – the same as children
I am aware vaccinating my pet protects their health and longevity
I generally observe pet owners abiding by dog on leash orders
I “sometimes” observe dog owners picking up their dogs’ poo
I generally observe pet owners executing “effective control” over their dogs when off leash
I do not generally observe cat owners complying with cat curfew
Rippleside beach water is not suitable for humans to swim in, but good for dog swimming
“Dog owners on beaches, quite often are 100 metres or more away from their dog”

[bookmark: _Toc75422360][bookmark: _Toc75422427][bookmark: _Toc75870432]Dog parks
“Dog parks are too small – This will only lead to incidences”

[bookmark: _Toc75422361][bookmark: _Toc75422428][bookmark: _Toc75870433]Animal Management team
I have seen Animal Management officers patrolling
The branded vehicles have increased my awareness that they are in public
I have interacted with Animal Management officers
The experience was “Quite gruff and rude. Last year during Covid”
“Animal management team don’t listen to both sides when investigating.”

[bookmark: _Toc75422362][bookmark: _Toc75422429][bookmark: _Toc75870434]Other comments:
“Dogs are being tied up at Supermarkets”












[bookmark: _Toc75870435]Appendix B – Promotional materials for consultation
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[bookmark: _Toc75870436]Appendix C – Responses to “What does it mean to be a responsible pet owner?”
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[bookmark: _Toc75870437]Appendix D – Free-text comments
The following tables highlight the themes that came through for each of the open text questions.
	Themes: “sometimes” observe dog on leash orders being followed
	Count

	50/50
	17

	Minority refuse to comply
	17

	Not always on leads when they should be 
	15

	Current on lead orders too restricted when parks are quiet 
	11

	Regularly see dogs illegally off-leash 
	10

	Barwon River poor compliance
	8

	Beaches are problematic
	8

	If dogs are under effective control, they should be allowed off leash anywhere
	7

	Illegally off-leash at Playgrounds
	4

	Lack of rangers = perpetrators don’t care 
	4

	Rail Trail poor compliance
	3

	Eastern Beach problematic
	3

	Illegal off leash dogs create problems for on-leash dogs
	3

	Waurn Ponds trail poor compliance
	2

	Dogs should be on=leash everywhere
	2

	Those I witness off-leash are responsible
	2

	Dependent on location
	2

	Dog owners become aggressive when reminded of on-leash orders
	1

	Dogs often off lead when owner jogging
	1

	My dog needs off leash exercise 
	1

	More off leash areas would improve compliance elsewhere
	1

	Visitors the issue, not locals
	1

	The Dell problematic 
	1

	Rarely
	1

	Local parks with no signs used off-leash
	1

	Suburban streets
	1

	Blue Waters Lake poor compliance
	1






	Themes: “sometimes” observe owners picking up after their dog
	Count

	50/50
	24

	Owner behaviour dependant on others observing, time of day and location
	20

	More do than don’t - just
	19

	Watch owners deliberately leave it
	14

	Some owners don’t appropriately supervise their dog, and don’t see it poo
	10

	I haven’t seen people deliberately avoiding it, but some must by the amount uncollected
	8

	People don’t carry receptacles
	7

	Dump the poo bag rather than bin it
	5

	Need more bins at recreational areas
	4

	Locals do, visitors don’t
	4

	Men
	4

	I speak up if I see it
	3

	I see a lot of uncollected poo in my area
	3

	Nature strips worse than public ovals etc
	3

	Lara
	2

	Eastern Beach
	2

	Barwon River 
	1

	Blue Waters Lake 
	1

	Binning it in plastic is counterintuitive
	1

	Beach access tracks 
	1

	Estuary
	1

	Dog owners aggressive when approached
	1

	Rail Trail
	1





	Themes: “sometimes” observe effective control of dogs when off lead
	Counts

	Most dogs I see have no recall
	35

	Less than 50% of the time
	12

	Owners distracted on phones etc, not supervising dog
	10

	Poor community understanding of what “effective control” is
	10

	Need more training
	8

	Most have control
	7

	Off leash dogs unwantedly approaching on lead dogs
	6

	Beaches
	5

	Inconsiderate owners think their dog is “good” and “friendly” when not under effective control and don’t realise impact on others
	5

	Not when near birds
	2

	Only effective control is when a dog is on lead
	2

	I avoid off leash areas because dogs are not under control
	1

	Injury sustained by an uncontrolled dog
	1

	Dogs are too far away from owners
	1





	Theme: “mixed” observation of pet owners obeying cat curfew
	Count

	Cat curfew mostly ignored
	48

	Mixed experience
	18

	Don’t see many cats roaming my neighbourhood
	9

	I abide, neighbours don’t
	8

	Unsure
	6

	Not sure what cat curfew is
	5

	Strays
	3

	Noticing improvement in responsible cat ownership
	3

	Perhaps sometimes owners can’t get their cats back inside before curfew starts?
	2




	Themes: Additional comments
	Count

	More education on responsible pet ownership 
	28

	Stop cats roaming/introduce 24/7 curfew
	27

	More fines for those flouting the rules 
	23

	Dog owners feel too entitled
	15

	More patrolling
	15

	Promote adoption over breeding/support rescues/foster care
	13

	Improve awareness and number of cat desexing programs
	13

	More poo bags and bins
	11

	More off leash areas
	11

	More bird specific signage and protection
	10

	Dog parks are a great community asset – need more
	10

	Improve barking dog process
	10

	More AMOs needed
	9

	Most dog owners are responsible

	8

	Entire animals found off property should be desexed automatically before release
	8

	Dog restricted summer season too long on beaches
	7

	More signage
	7

	More responsibility/restrictions on breeders 
	6

	Too much aggression both ways between dog and non-dog owners
	5

	Commercial racehorses off beaches/make horse owners collect their horses’ poo
	5

	Bigger fines for uncollected dog poo
	5

	Encourage more dog-friendly businesses in Geelong
	5

	Report on real pound/animal/cost stats
	4

	Cats destroying birdlife
	4

	Domestic Animals should include birds, reptiles, rabbits, horses etc
	4

	Repeat behavioural assessments in pounds
	3

	Dogs off leash where they shouldn’t be
	3

	Ensure owners get contacted promptly when pets are lost and found
	3

	Dog owners inconsiderate of others’ space/needs
	3

	More swimming access for dogs
	3

	Dogs should be on lead everywhere
	2

	More attention paid to the social benefits of pets and off leash areas
	2

	More balance between human needs and animal needs
	2

	Cyclists are dangerous and should be held accountable
	2

	Grass moving at dog-friendly reserves
	2

	Dedicated dog park in Geelong West
	2

	Greyhound off leash space
	2

	Single use plastic bags should not be provided by council
	2

	Discount rego for proven responsible pet owners (desexed, microchipped, cat enclosure, training complete etc)
	2

	Council fees too high
	2

	“Blitz’s” with public forewarning
	2

	Why need a multi animal permit for 3 animals? Not consistent with other councils. Should be issued prior to obtaining animal also
	2

	Stray/feral cat management program and education
	2

	Every drink fountain to have dog bowl at base
	2

	Council too controlling on pet owners’ rights to keep entire pets etc
	2

	More community input to dog off-leash/on-leash and prohibited areas
	1

	Sign cohesiveness between City and management authorities
	1

	Cooperative use of school ovals after hours
	1

	Abolish puppy farms
	1

	Upgrade Stead Park
	

	Have Council owned shelter
	1

	Black Rock to be dog off leash area
	1

	Dog park use education
	1

	Cats should not be left unattended in vet clinics over weekends
	1

	Water station required on west Waurn Ponds trail
	1

	Swifter action from Council
	1

	Work with the dog-owner community
	1

	Why is puppy desexing before rego not compulsory
	1

	Remove 1080 poison from use
	1

	Support for pets of the homeless
	1

	Too many coastal signs
	1

	Cheaper fees for seniors
	1
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To Love your pet cuddles snd warmth and to be a member o your house |
Loved all my dogs and I miss them very much

Take good care of pets, consider other members of the public,clean up your
dog's poo, keep dogs on eash.

Diog under control, o signs of agaressionputting others faarsicomfort
‘bove mine and my dogs

ALl of what is stated sbove.
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Care for an armal for the entirety of s fe,not when it convenient.
Provide al required veterinary care including vaccinations, worming and
‘anything else o5 reauied. Keep the animals contained" and safe. Provide.
‘sccess to food, water, shade and exercise.

proper training o pets and owners compulsory adherance to regulations.
consideration of communiy.

Keeping pets under control

Someane who understands and complies with the requirements of the st
‘sbove. Moreover, someone who understands that no matter how closely
they meet/comply with the requirements outlined above, ot everyone in 3
‘community sees someone elses pets n the same Uiht they do. Being a
responsibie pet owner reduires you to be n tune with your pet/s behavor and
impact on other pets and members of the community at large.

That ook after my pet and ensure it does not bother my neighbours. It also
means obtain my pets from reputable breedersirefuges.

ALl the above. Checking with neighbors to find out f your dog barks.
continuously when they Leave hame.

100% agree with what has been outlined above.

“That the owner is aware that they will not be allowed to own any other pet
1 they are not a responsiste pet owner.

Caring for the safety and wellbeing of your pet a5 well as the envronment.
Ex.1have s cat whois an indoor cat and he dosan't go out skl without
supervision for is safety and for the local widlife.

Consideration of others at al times. Baing well informed how to basically
erain dogs.

s sbove.

Not allowing your animal to impact others and to deserve, microchp and
register your pet and to keep your animal well looked after

Have probably addressed this in 28.We moved from a 50 acre property to.
our smal Lot in Highton three years ago. During the day when one dog barks
ina nearby back yard I sets off 3 cacophony of barking from bored dogs eft
i backyards while their owners are at work Responsile pet ovnership s
bout training, attending to health needs, exercsing our fur babies and.
following loca regulations to ensure that our pets and community
members fee safe and happy.
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To care Love exercise and vaccinste your pet

I aditon to the noted point responsiste pet ownership s providng pets.
with stimulation and education. Although hard to moritor | stronaly belleve:
Il dogs should go through st the very Least foundtion obedience classes.
Not anly do the classes help form 2 bond with your dog but 1 helps to sk i
 respectful canine member of socity. Too many times | hear of people.
buying pets and n particular dogs and Just putting them in the backyard and
Feeding whatever Low quality det they can and Lack of stimulation (walks,
‘Games etc) without getting into nutriton at east even Low qualty fo0d the.
dog s ot starving BUT a Lack o stimulation s detrimental to the dog, thelr
benaviour and how they nteract with humans. I additon people often
onore or do ot factor inthe costs of veterinary treatmenti More education
i= recuied around the needs and treatments for animal wellbeing!

You Love and care for your furry family member by providing medical care
when needed. adequate food and watar a2 protection for weather. And
‘ensuring your pet isnt causing a uisance and disturing other residents

See above

Ensuring that your pet is slways Looked after both personally and a5
required by Law. Doing what i rght by the community such as keepng to
curfaws, keeping dogs on Leads whera required etc. Also, pets need to be
treated ke one of the family and need proper food, always fresh water, vet
care, attention etc.

Cats should be desexed and kept inside or in an outdoor enclosure, especialy
ot night time.

Desesing, vacations up to date. Al cats to be kept in side at alltimes.

Cleaning up a ter your pets when n public place or at home plenty of clean
frechwater sndfood.

Your aimsl dosan't nterfere vith other members o the publc their
‘animalz r the envonment.

Lstens to the feedback provided by nelghbours. Especilly about barking.
Modfies routines or lfestyte to manage nusance barkig.

being unbiased o over confident on thei o pets abily of control and that
thers may be in fear of animal inuries or knowledge of sttack.

Al the above plus attending training sessions with thelr dog. Education of
pet owners.

Keep your animals safe, onin your awn propertylMouse. Desex them, do not
sllow them to roam. Regular vet care.
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Making sure your pet does not annoy other peopke or animals sither with
noise o ntimidation

Youare responsibl for everything your pet doss and for their needs. Much
Uk crild you need to give them dscpline and raise them s friendly or
‘oaing pets, ithin reason.

‘considers the needs o all users of public space prevents their anmal from
ausing harm or intimidation to others sees to the welfare and socal needs.
f their aimal abides by the dog control orders in public places minimises.
uisance £o others and the environment has an animal that i desexed.
microchipped and registered secures thei property to contain thek pet.

Ensure cats are quarantined ot right at Least but promote use of cat
‘enclosures to contain cats within the owners property at al times. We can
‘Gemonstrate this. With dogs responsible awnership must include sdeauate
obedence traing.

Keeping them safe, heatthy and well trained.

To know where you pet i at il times and not alow them to torment vid
ute.

s o just about al the things youve listed above. s about in home care.
Veterinary care,nutriton, raining and what 1t means to be responsile for
‘another beings ife

Having cats indoors-in 3 run to protect both them & widife. Clearing upfter
‘animats & keeping them on Leashes when in shared spaces. Many ppl walk
her dogs of Leash & I they get excited by people this can b scary for
Uttte ik

Heaith care and socialization of pets. Refraning from allowing pets to roam
ff your property. Bring cats ndoors bef ore dark and only Let out after
sunvise. I animas are prone to hunting wilife they must be restrained by
Leads or for cats i outdoor enclosures during the day. No allowing cats to
foam during the day. Being away of your own dogs benaviours and modifying
Your exercise routine to keep public and other animals safe.

il the sbove

To keep them safe and well cared for snd make sure they do not cause
probiems for others

s sbove.

ALL o the above and also to encourage hesithy pet ownship to those around
them. To get Pets from pounds or rescue groups only.
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Respecting everyone

Following sl of the sbove with the essentiat addition of refraiing from
taking a known agaressive dog to a publi area.

Maintain the heaith snd welfare o ail domestic snimas, ncludes cars, dogs,
horses, donkeys, sheep, goats, brds,rabbits. reptiles. Prevent property
damage snd nisance towards other reskdents and nstive wildlfe by
domestic animsle.

Moking sure your animal is well sociaised and trained,choosing appropriate
care situations for your animal that suits your Ufestyte (rot Leaving them to
how for 8-10 hours a day), getting healthcare for your pet, seeing an anmal
25 family member rather than ust a lawn ormament” o something to
make you Look tough’

Providing » safe shelter for your pets, attend to their baic needs, provide
consistent care, train your dogs to a respectable standard includng recall,
‘aporopriate on and off Lead behaviour.

To be respensislfor your animals actions and to Lovingly care for your
animale nesds.

Look after your pe. Curfews should b for dogs and cats, and all should be
kept inside overnight this wil stop dogs steeping out i the cold, and cats.
roaming. There should be igher fnes for people Shat don't want to be.
bothered.  t's Law, people willchanges.

Know your dog and s persenality 5o you can prevent it causing harm or
being harmed Pck up your dogs waste. Be aware that some people are
scared of dogs so keep it under effectiv control at al times

Al the sbove.

Taking good care of your pets - sppropriate ving space and exercise. icking
up after your pets and not Letting them roam.

Pets come firt, proper vt care, reglar acthity, safe and suftable housing
‘and must be part of family. Food and water slways available.

Follow the rutes, catsinat right, dogs on Leash and trained properly, pets
desexed an regstered and amimal Looked a ter properly. Howsver even my
Vet acvised my Last Kitten not ready for desexing at 3 months.

Keeping animals on your own property. Have enclosures to keep cats safe on
70,1 you wandering, Obeying dogs on Leads rules. Respect for neighbour's
property.
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Iknow what it means as 3 dog owner, cat owners seem to think that it
daesnit appty to them. The tine has come to make them keep their pets in
ther properties a5 rasponsisle dog owners do

A above but appears a Lot of new pet owners and you Local Law of ficer do
ot always soree with the above.

Pick up after your pt, feed, clean and care for them and ensure that when
i publc the pet is managed on and of Lead

RESPECT FORTHE ANMALS WELL BEING AND THE SAFETY OF THE
GENERAL PUBLIC

(Own dogs that they can control. When walking on share paths to gve way to
others.- make space.comply to the dog area restritions.act and take
sction o protect the environment frespective of the restrition. the bLUff
152 classic case - have dogs and people climbing on the rockface s not
responsible behaviour for ither people or dogs

Being 100% responsible for your pet under all circumstances.

To neuter! desex your anmal.Provide immunisation and vet checs yearly.
Keep cats indoors or adnere to kerfew Provid asafe warm clean
‘environment with Love & care for your pet. Abide strictly to counci by Laws.
(Give pets vet treatment n an emergency ituation. e respectful to your
pet and respectful to nelghbours with regards to your pets whereabouts

Keep contra of pets and thei waste. Prevent cats roaming and harming
witdie.

Ensuring your pt i hesithy and safe and does not cause harm or distress to
others.

Caring for your pe trainingaccinations et vsits for any concemA
warm safe steeping area.Desexing Exercise i necessary for dogsmental
stimulation for il pets Not neglecting your pets needs for affection and
attention

In aditon to the above, respectfuly encourages other pet owners to act
responsibly and atids my control orders"

For cat cwners theiranimls should not wander vy from their yards. For
Gogs the above dot ponts cover this.

Considering how your pet affects other peopte, particularty in public spaces.
‘and particutarly considaring that not everyans h  good relstionshia with
‘orimals e past traumatic experiences)
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To walk your dog daily. Do no Let them bark in the garden and amnoy
neighbours, keep them on a ead i restricted areas where there are children
et around, ensure their roperty is secure, Keep cats indoors from Spm

‘onwards,have them desexcd,seek vet care when needed, food shelter, love.

Animal Looked after inthe home. Dogs taken for regular walks. Animas de-
cexea.

ALL of the above. But | would add that f they are pets then they must
provide Indor housing for them, day and right. I they want 3 pet then t &
part of the family and should v 25 such. This makes  better managed and
more temperate anmal. Gutside, especialy at night, dogs howt.

Pet is managed so that i does not pose a nuisance or threat to people,
‘arimals or whlife. The number of times owners sllow thei pets ta bréech
il these aspects i staggering.

Have respect for the enviranment and other dog owners

Trained Leashed Recall Piking up o ter your animal immurisations.
Acknowtecging others when they say thei dog s not friendly to small dogs

Looking after all of your comparion armals needs and making sure they do
ot impinge on the Ufestyte of other peopte. Being nformed about nutriton,
health, exercise requirements etc. Being able to afford veterinary care.
Imake sure that my animas are kept in gaod conditon, wel-socialsed, and
in the case of the cats, kept inside 2477 for their wellbeing and also to
protect widfe. | desex at an early age and prevent unwanted liters.
Cares for their pet to the best o ther abilty. Make sure they sren' &

uisance to others . Make sure to protect widife and to ensure that animal
s desex

Care for your animal,and accept responsibiity of what's required by owring
one. Both nside and outsids the home.

Look after your animal companions. Behave sensisly and with due regard for
others.

Al of the sbove.
ALl of the above plus keeping cats n at night
Keeping your pet snd the public ssfe. Prviding proper care for your animal

s sbove.
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Keeping cats in at night. Desexing animals. Keep barking dogs inside a¢ night.

Keeping an animal in an environment where i feets safe,Loved,entertained.
‘and st causing neighbours o the widlife any troubie. | think afordsble
Fesources 1o help encourage people to build cat rurs, hire Local dog walkers,
desex theirpet and provide stimulation for pets Left at home during the
day would make & huge difference to the quslity of cars pets are getting.

Ensure physical and emational care for your anmals, including proper
Socisisation where sppropriate for the animl. Suffiient shelter safe snd
Secure yards for cats or dogs, adequate nutrition (100 and fresh water) and
healthcare (regutar vet viis), exercise and enichment (toys and other
Stimul) Desex, microchip and register your pet.

To Love and teach your anmals ke you do your chidren. Respect them and
heir welare and respect others and theie animals and property.

Pet owners need to be accountable to the Lt shown sbove.

Iknow what i means _1 dont have pets at present but unfortunately many
pet owners do not really understand some of the rules —.do not show.
‘empathy to non doa people , think their dog isust friendly and cute. Some.
dog owners have & sense of entitlement and belisve all should enjy thelr
dog

To deserve them To allow for expensive vet bils f necessary To keep them
Securely on your property e provide securs fancing To keep cats indoors 50
hey don't torture and kil widife To provide good nutrition and s constant
Supply of water To love them.

To deserve them To allow for expensive vet bils f necessary To keep them
securely on your praperty . provide secure fancing To kaep cats indoors 0
hey donft torture and kil widife To provide good nutrition and » constant
Supply of water To love them.

To deserve them To allow for expensive vet bils f necessary To keep them
Securely on your property e provide securs fancing To keep cats indoors 50
hey don't torture and kil widife To provide good nutrition and s constant
Supply of water To love them.

Look after the anims, obey the common sense Laws and be n control of
You pet when you are out and about!
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Mcrochioging. On ead walks uness in sress athervise signed. Owring 3
friendlyfociable dog. Training for dogs with behavioural ssues must be.
mandatory) Treat my dog with care, Love & kindnsss Feed my dog healthy
homemadelprepared plant based meais. None of the disease rdden non-
foods from supermarket shelves,or 5o called vet endorsed processed non-
foae.

To be aware the some peopte don't ke dogs and may be afraid of them and
€0 act accordingly with my own dog; o pick up my dog's mess and other
Gogs' mess too where their owners have forgotten to do 5o; o keep naisy
Gogs auiet and occupied so they do not annoy neichbours.

Underst anding dogs body Language, how o control dog n many situations.
A respansite pet owner : - Abides by the by-Laws - Educates themselves an
Gog breads so they choose the dog breed that best fits ther family and
Uetsyte - New pet owners wil take their puppy to puppy kindergarten along
with their own ks to earn £ Look sfter & dog

Al of the sbove

Have control over your dog.Train your dog to respond to your orders. Be
bl to sience your dog. rovide plenty of exercise.

Have the pet trainsd and pick up ater t
it of the sbove.

Al of the sbove

Not allowing it o bark incessantly, walking i daly  learing up after 1t
Ghing i Love snd making sure 1t has & warm place to leep. Feading and
luays have fresh water. Making sure i has al necessary nections and vet
Checks.

s sbove.

ALl of the above plus providing vt care Le vaccinations etc too many people
take on pets with Lktle commitment to essential vet care.

Some more speciic things are: Owring a wel socilised and trained dog
Keeping your dog safe Taking your dog forregular hesith checks Exercsing
your dog Piking up af ter your dog and disposing of the waste thoughtfully
Being accountable for you dog's behaviour Being 2 wel nformed dog owner.

To care,Love and treat your pet a5 3 member of the family.
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Someone who understands the impact their dogs ncessant barking has on
her neighbours and actually cares about consequences of that - oty
puritive measures wiL fix ths in some instances, most owners of problem
‘Gogs dorit care about impact on others. My neighbours have dogs that jump
Fences and menace passers by and in one nstance have 2 large dogs intiny
courtyard that they never exercse so dogs bark out of boredom. i neither
Case are owners responsible and i neither case has coundl acted despite
multple compaints.

think sl the peints Usted above and *Learning snd under st anding sbout
hir pet's needs and behaviour *raining vith auslified trainers using
methods that are scientfically shown to be effective and beneficil or the
‘animats wellbeing *don't use harmul o Legal training methods snd
‘cauipment *provde envichment for their pt s they have outletato
‘express natural behaviours i a saf e way.

Al of the sbove

Have controlof your anmal at al times, ensure that all signs regarding on-
Leash and o f-Leash are obeyed and clearing up af ter there anmal.

Take ful responsiity for your animal and the waste they produce. Abide
by the Laws goverring your pet ownershi.

A responsibe pet owner s primarly respensibl for the pet. Thi ensures
hat the pet s well Looked after, s adeauate reauirements for basic
needs, and importantly adequate stimulation and exerdse. When these.
needs are primarily addressed and there is addtional control and
managemant of the pet, then the sacondary effects of owning a pet (which
e also important) within » puic place or communty are mitgated
aramatially.

Youare responsisi for the anmal 2477

Look after pets property and ensure they don't adversely affect persons or
animats

Keeping dog under contral when outside your home. Respecting that other
peopte may not want your dog running Up to them offleash. Using Leash free.
parks f you want your dog to be able to do that. Walkng and exercising your
‘dog. Keeping barking noise under control

‘25 mentioned sbove plus ensure any dogs/pups receive appropriate obedience
Sraining
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Training my cat to understand 1 i not allowed outside at al, ever My
baicony is the fartherest she i alowed to go. But also understand when |
Uved n 3 house n East Geelong | had the same rule, except she was allowed
onto the back pati rather than the balcony

Moking sure your dog i on a Lead at al times when ot in your yard, and
picking up e poo when  walk it

Keeping to quidlines.
Al the sbove.

Underst and the space is shared. Be sware of your surroundings and know the
Lo,

Keep anty the type and number of pets for whih you can provide
‘sporopriate food, water,shalter, health care and companionship. Commit to
the relationship for the e of your pet(s. Provile appropriate exercise and
mental stimulation. Properly sociaize and train your pet.

Following the dog regulations, ensuring you pet s confined to your property,
your dog s sociaised,you pick up t's poo in puic. Recognise not everyone
Loves your pet Uk you do.

Looking after your pet and the envronment - pcking up after your dog and
keeping your cat enclosed

“Tresting your pet ke thei nesds are a3 important a3 your own. DESEXNG
your animals Vaccinating, fles, worming, best aualiy food you can afford.
Picking up their dog pos, training them, socalizig them, walking your dog.
aily,not Letting them roam and have your cat inside well before sunset.
“The list goes on...

Keeping your pet healthy and happy, making sure they stick to Local rules as
much as possibte, desexing,cleaning Up any mess.

Kindness and swareness of athers. Unfortunately, finsncialy able to suppart
‘arimal eg puppy school, day care, varying envronmental stimulation etc.

Can' be Bothered snswering question

Moking sure my pets are not causing » fuss, s safe and doesn' escape from
my house. Also education about desexing and 5o on s very important

Heaithy animals tht have al naeds met. Following local Lsws, ensuring
Gogs are well trained and well mannered.
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Meintaining a safe and happy environment for al £o rjoy. | Love my pet but
ot everyone clse does, my dog should be obedient and respectful of other
peopte and snimals.

Be responsiste for your pe. Keep out of ather property. Be aware of the.
habits and behaviour of pet. Do not exceed number restricions. Clean and
healtny environment. Be aware of and mitigate impact on local flora and
fauna Safety of community

The pets are well cared for, are oven proper shelter, vaccinated & heaith
issues ae dealt with prompy. Pets should not cause any upset to
neighbours

e aware of others. Cleaning up any faceal matter. Keeping dogs on Leads

1am responsile for thei safety | am do not out them i situations that
may cause a reaction cause them harm cause others harm J am responsible
for theirtraiing Jam respensibl for their safe environment YES k15 upto.
me o be responsible for my dog.

Looking after sl of an animals needs and having the abilty to do so.
Recognising when you don'. Training o animals to Usten to commands
namely dogs here, but all anmals that are nteracting with peopie.

Not Letting your cat roam into my yard and attack my rablit o budgies

Regular exercise, vriety o different walking places,stimulstion with toys,
vecinating and worming, bathing, icking up after the pet, provide &
comfortable safe enviranment

Understand that not everyone likes pets. Pick up after your pets. Abide by
Signage and Local rules RE. dog-riendiy areas & off leash areas.

Ensure pets needs, health and welfare are Looked ater. Keeping pets safe.
Following rules in regards to pet ownership.

(Grooming eeding,exercise dahly, picking up feaces, and ots and lots of
socialisation
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ALL of these point are vaid but the irespensisle pet owner will not be.
reacing any of thi...considers the nesd of all users of public space
prevents their anmal from causing harm or ntimidation Lo others sees to
the wlfare snd socal need of their snmal abides by the dog control
orders in public laces minmises pisance to others and the environment.
s an animal that i desexed, microchipped and regtered secures their
property to contain thel pe.

Considering the mental, heaith and physial needs of your pets while
‘ensuring the respectful consideration of your environment and picking up
your dogs waste and training snd saisising your dog through traning to
provide a safe and balanced dog n the outside world A responsibe owner
Goesnt only cater to s own pets needs but considers the safety of humans.
‘and other dogs and animals around him by adhering to legal reauirements.

1agree with al o the sbove. However, with a growing population,and an
‘enormous arawth in dog ownership thare are not snough sccessibe off -
Leash area's._ anpwhere.

Avoid owning 3 pet i you can': afford to redister your pet, chip
dentifiation,fesd it train i, contain t within your property. Then keep dogs
‘exercised and entertainad 5o they are not bored,Lonely and barking.

Keep my pet st heaithy and clean

Being respectful of your neighbors. Keeping cats nsde at right. Have dogs.
trained. Register your pets. Pick up your dog poo.

€ not only take care of the needs o your anmal, but be aware of other.
peopte and their pets when in publc

Desesing,regisering your pet, having pets vaceinated annually, having them
on  Leash whie walking and picking up their poo, food 8 fresh wter,
traiing, micro chipping ther.

Maintaining quality of e, Providing sa ety, shelter,exercise, enrichment.
fo0d and water. Keeping your pet safe from others and others safe from
your pe. Keeping on your property or under your control No outdoor cats.
(free range), Onty desexed dogs allowed off lassh.

Regitration with Local counclland microchipping, comply with rules, regular
Vet care and good nutrition and attention

Someone who provides for the needs of thelr anmal welf are, both mental
‘ond physiological a5 well 25 ensuring their animal s 3 good cltzen.

Abide by ocal rutes and regulations. Take care of the pet and ensure s ot
= danger or nuisance to snyone elss.
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To register pe, provid vet care as needsd inc regular warming, food and
water,to ensure safety of animals eg secure yard for dogs or cats indoors
Sundown ta sunup. Re dogs: to ansure that you understand your dogs
behaviour 50 you can act accordingly by putting dog on Lead intriggered
Spaces or b putting own dog on Lead where encountering » dog wth issues -
remembering ot every dog i friendly and not every person s dogr riendiy.
s shared vorld.

Youhave defined it above. I i a stupid question because t does not aderess.
he real ssue which s that dog owners have an "entitled" mentalty and

hink they can do what they please - evidence s the common disregard of
the regulations and dog poo Left behind. s never G ficlt o find fresh dog

poo on any pathin 0G.

You take care o the physical, mental and social needs of your pet whist
Keeping them, other pets and the broader public safe.

“This s not a sensible question when t i pLainly obvious that owners who
want t0 isregar the Laws can do 0 without regard to enforcement f thay.
Gecide to do 5ol If we have Laws surrounding anmals and behaviour sues
then we need prosctive work by 18 bylaws o fcers who work to prevent this
ot reactive to requests from the odd fewl

Making sure you do s, the suggested dot points as above.

Feed exercise register and vet when needed

Look after my animats and ansure they and do the right thing

Who came up with ths stupid question?.

Put the needs of your pet first. Nt the users of public.

Take care o pet hygiene & train pet to behave keep regitered & vaccinated.
Raise a well mannered pet. Make sure ' exercised daly & does not upset.
other peopte o dogs.

Ipretty much agree with the above points.If adogis properly socilised and
is under proper control it should not be a problem. May be provide some.
‘additonal sducation for those who could benefi.

Raise and train your pet to be socisble and happy. Respect the rules when
wking your pet snd pick up the poo.

Respect others, be reasenable, be empathetic and use commonsens, train
them, follow the rules snd and enjoy oo pets!
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Respect others, be reasenable, be empathetic and use commonsense, train
them, follow the rules snd and enjoy oo pets!

To keep your pet on your property Clean up poop Always have control of
your dog Don'. allow cats to roam and disturb neighbours dogal

Ensuring your pt i under control doss not wander, s well feed and cared
for and has sccess to water and Love. And dass not harass people. My dog s

regitered and microchipped, the property s secure and | walk him on lead
‘every morring. He is deséxed and has accéss to the vet when recuied. He
mainty lives ndoers with access to 3 secure backyard.

Keep cats nat night
it of the sbove.

Treating your pet ke one of the family. Maling sure they're happy and
heatny.

Al o the sbove

s above, but 1 would say abides by the intent of the orders. Sometimes the
black and wrie a5 writtan i more than realstcally needed.

Trainingleducating your pet Cleaning up o ter your pet Provding asafe
space for pet to play Adequate foodater Access to veterinary care.
Following councl rues

Youtake full responsisiity for your pet.

COGG poticy on nuisance nise allows holiday house awners to do whatever
‘they want, s the noise is considered to be nan angoing when they are not st
her holiday residence. This is  Loophole and surely an incorrect
interpretation of polcy intent. Appalling that you heve one rule for
permanent residents and another for holding residents.

Abides by the counci Laws

To conskdr and understand your abilty o care for an anima before getting
one. More needs to be done to stop unethical breeding, aised puppy prices.
e Access to affordable vet care and education for owners or potential
pet owners - ducation programs can start i schools. Vets coud receive
‘community funding to un programs to help set peosle up with the
knowledge and support they need.

To provids exercise and maintsin the heslth of my animals. Ensuring that
hey are well kept, not a nuisance to my neighbors and are wel trained and
Socislised.
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ResponselD Response

o2

H

3

§
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‘Someone who Looks sfter their snimal well, ncluing faeding, exercising,
Socialising traiing and ensuring i is secure inthe homelyard along with
‘ensuring they are registeredmicrochioped.They are aware of rules around
pets and are responsile n ensuring others feel safe around them/the
‘arimal i not 3 threat/encroaches on anather persan's space.

Responsibe for all aspects of an animal health and wellbeing, 35 well a5
being accountable for thek pet

Everytring lsted above s perfact] But | also must mention that "Basic
undarstanding of your snimals behavior andtriggers*  an mpartant point
stz

Returns an overzealous / threatering do to onlead immeditely
Considering others ight to eroy thek e in peace.
B considerate of others and follow the rules

being preparad to Look sfter sl o the needs o the animals they own, and
ot just keep them a5 2 status symbol

5 ine to say this nowever, this s your view. How do you make your
residence slao follow this. | have Ued n Gaelang for many years and never
Seen or heard anytring of your Expectations other than negatie signage and
messages about we are stways inthe wrong.

Providing safety,security, and  Loving environment to promote happy, well
‘adjusted socialized dogs. Ensuring they are safe and secure both inside and
‘outside the property and réspectful of people and dogs we meet n our
‘adventures. Understanding that dogs are animals not people and ensuring
hey are trained and always under effctive control,and helping them when
hey are not. And never, ever putting other peope, ourselves and most.
importantly the dog n harm's way.

Al of sbove.

Being concerned and taking  ntarest and respacting other people sround
them especialy when you are walking and there bloody dogs are ipping st
Your ankles when they are off their leashes when they should be restrained

Being concarned and taking  nterest and respecting other peaple sround
them especialy when you are walking and there bloody dogs are ipping st
Your ankles when they are off thei leashes when they should be restrained

Keeping cat insice a. ight. Keeping dog under control. T aking dogs for walks:
on e and of Lead n certsin areas. Feeding and caring for your pets
‘especialy i you're away. Keep  regitered.




image101.png
ResponselD Response
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70

708

706

Being accountable for your pet, n terms of thelr behaviour and picking up
sfter your dog. Cat owners should siso be responsible for ensuring their cat
15 ket Indoors away from widife. There should be penalties for not
ensuring this.

s sbove.

Ensure your pet s registered, vacclnated,sociaised and that you follow the
Leash rules when out. Pick up a ter your pet and pace poo bags in bin. Not
Uk at Barwon Rver park where there i ot enough bins and the poo bags.
were throw aiLin the public tolets,horrble.

ising by the bytaws,

Respect other peoptes space by ensuring your pet does not invade this &
Jum sl over peopie, adnere to the rules of keeping the dog an a Leash
where required and away from dog free areas,collecting the dogs.
‘excrement and diposing of this n 2 safe & hygienc manner,train your
‘arimal tp respond to instructions.

Animals that ve with us are more thanjust pets. They are companions.
Responsiblc management of animals by councl should sign with the
‘orowing understandng of comparion anmals. Councll regulations regarding.
hese animals should reflct publc sentiment. Education, conversation,
proviion of options for keepiag animals should be al part of the angoing
conversation with the counll not taking a big stk approach. Thisincludes.
‘encouragement for not allowing dogs to be roaming (unless ost of course).
Having sid this the responsile pet owner should understand thei
companion anmal and manage thelr behaviour including endeavouring to
‘spend time socialisng the comparion anima i the case of dogs.

sz above

Iview my small dog 52 3 member of our famil. He recsives Lots o Love and
affection, however it s siso important he learns and understands
Boundaries, s obedient and we contribute n 3 Posithe way o our communty.

ALL of the above. Knowing that harassing wildfe s legal under the Wildife
Act,that numeraus sarts of wialfe occur in dog walking sress, that
brecing wildife s especially vlnerable to disturbance (ncluding los of
‘095 and deatn of wilaife)

‘Someane who understands the need to trai,care for and integrate a pet
into their e, That may mean restricting the owners access to some areas,
requirng them to stay home more and not Leave 3 pe slone for too long
2nd to be familar with al regulations relating to the pet.
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ResponselD Response

709

70
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79

Being aware of all the above i the frst nstance. Ive had dscussions with
at owner neighbours who clearly did not know their cat was supposed to be
inside o night, and not hunting izards inmy property each day

Looks after their dog by gving them plenty of walks and other activiy.
Atways walks the dog on a ead except where places are designated of -
Leash. Never allows the dog to bother other humans, other dogs, birds,other.
it e.Picks up poo immediately when n public paces, and daly rom home.
‘Garden Lawn. Has the dog registered, microchipped, wormed,de-flea-d,
‘annual vet check Hove my dog allowed access to our fenced garden through
= doggle door, 50 she can come in or go out whenever she wants. Taking the.
Gog to puppy school classes when young.

Clasning up poo and respecting other people and other owners rights in
regards to choosing to et your anmal socilly with them

Means Loaking a your companion animals neds a5 you would your own.
Food, Shelter, essentisl vet work and medical needs met. Qualty o (e
which means keeping your cat or dog safe from harm and enrichment.
Preventing your companion snimal from causing stress or harm to others.
Abiding by Local Lows that are in place to help keep balance between animal
‘and human cohabiting n our communities.

Honestly protect your pet from getting a bad rep simple s tht don't just
2y ahhih he'sfriendly, o he's sl Learning, make sure you know where they
e at al times not youre stll at the top of the stairs whie your dog i at
he bottom harassing people o he's 5m behind you making 3 poo 1350
Gon' believe you can be responsile for a dog off Lead  you have
headohones on.

Ensuring my dog s trained Always being aware of approaching chidren and
famiis Moking sure my dog is never 3 risk to other people and other dogs.
Not Letting my dog bether another dog. Carrying the means to prysicaly
control my dog (1ead). Keeping my dog home i it has symptoms that could
be contagious. Genuinely appreciating that not everyone Ues dogs or wants.
‘them nearby. Abiding by Localrules Keeping my dog regitered and
vacdnated.
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Response Counts

Totals: 717
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2. Which suburb do you live in?

46% All Others

/ 3% Armstrong Creek

5% Barwon Heads

7% Belmont

3% Geelong

4% Geelong West

5% Grovedale

6% Highton

4% Lara
4% Leopold
T 3% Newtown

9% Ocean Grove
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Which age bracket do you belong to?

1% 80 -89 0% Under 18

17% 30 - 39

22% 60 - 69

20% 40 - 49

23% 50 - 59
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To which gender identity do you most identify:

3% Prefer not to answer

0% Other - please specify . / 16% Male
(optional)

1% Adult or child who identifies
as non-binary, gender diverse, or
with descriptors other than
man/boy or woman/girl

80% Female
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Do you own a domestic pet?

13% Yes, cat(s)
18% No, | don't own any animals

19% Yes, both a cat and dog

51% Yes, dog(s)
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1. Please select sections of the Domestic Animal Management Plan

(DAMP) that you would like to provide feedback on (you can choose
as many as you like):
75

0 I
& 2
S N
<Q >

Percent

fﬂ
& 5
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6. Do you believe the City provides a good balance of dog-friendly and
dog-restricted public areas?

16% No, there are too few dog-
free areas

37% Yes, it's balanced

47% No, there are too few dog
areas
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7. How well do you think your local community follows dog on-leash orders?

Percent
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o
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8. What percentage of the time do you follow your local dog on-leash orders?
60

50

40

30

Percent

20

10

0 . 1
0 3 6 9 12 15 18 21 24 27 30 33 36 39 42 45 48 51 54 57 60 63 66 69 72 75 78 81 84 87 90 93 96 99
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10. Do you believe there is enough signage to guide you or other dog
walkers on how dogs should be managed in the public spaces you
use?

10% Other - Write In (Required)

50% Yes

40% No
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14. Do you think uncollected dog poo is an issue in the City of Greater
Geelong region?

17% No \

83% Yes
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15. Why do you feel dog poo is an issue?

80

60

4

Percent
&

21

5

0

Unsightly

Smell

Health risk

Environmental
contamination

Annoying, and
not my
responsibility to
clean up after
others

Other - Write In
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18. Are you aware that the City works with Coastal Management
committees regarding dogs on beaches and dog orders in their
region?

27% No

73% Yes

Value Percent Responses
Yes [ B 727% 256
No [ 27.3% 9

Totals: 352
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19. Would you like to leave feedback about a Coastal Management
committee area?

33% Yes, Barwon Coast

51% No, neither of these

15% Yes, Bellarine Bayside
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22. Have you experienced or witnessed a negative incident with a
dog/s when in a public space?
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23. What sort of

cident

you experience or witness?

tackad by s dog

Yourpotwas A monacing e
atackod by .00

Porcent

omer-whe n
Whowdos  namobyadon  (equrod)
appmaches

aggressvoly

onaung e
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24.Did you report this incident to Council?
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ied with how Council managed the ir

4% You -t n (oquirod)

56% oWt In (Fcuired)
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28. When considering where you live, do you feel you have ample
access to public open space that allows dog on leash use?

7% Unsure

14% No

80% Yes
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29. When considering where you live, do you feel you have ample
access to public open space that allow dog off leash use?

13% Unsure

25% Yes

62% No
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30. When considering where you live, do you feel you have ample
access to public open space that prohibit dog use?

37% Unsure

48% Yes

15% No
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31.If you are living in a unit, townhouse, or on a small block in one of
the municipality’s newer estates, did you, or will you, factor in the
lack of outdoor space when choosing a pet?

19% Yes - Write In (Required)

5% No - Write In (Required)

76% Not applicable
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44.|s your cat desexed?

98% Yes
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45. What are the barriers preventing you from doing so?
80

60

40

Percent

20

I'm a registered breeder Expense
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46. Were you aware of the City's discount desexing month that runs
each July?

49% No
51% Yes
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32. Do you experience issues with nuisance cats in your
neighbourhood?

32% No

68% Yes
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34. Do you have any suggestions on how the City could better
manage cats or respond to nuisance cat issues?

60% Yes - Write In (Required)
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35. Do you experience issues with nuisance dogs in your
neighbourhood?

45% Yes

55% No
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36. Is this in relation to:

80

60

40

Percent

20

Barking Dogs escaping Menacing Dogs not being Uncollected Other - Write In
their property behaviour kept on leash foreign dog (Required)
in on leash poo on your
public spaces property
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37.Do you have any suggestions on how the City could better
manage nuisance dogs or respond to nuisance dog issues?

37% Yes - Write In (Required)

64% No
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50. Are you aware there is a Local law that all cats should be desexed
by the time they are 3 months of age?
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51 Are you aware of the need to vaccinate your pet to protect their
health and longevity?





image35.png
52. Do you generally observe pet owners obeying the laws regarding
keeping dogs on leash where required?

ey
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53. Do you generally observe pet owners obeying the laws regarding
picking up after their dog?

ey
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54. Do you generally observe pet owners obeying the laws regarding
having effective control of their dog when off lead?
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55. Do you generally observe pet owners obeying the laws regarding
complying with cat curfew?
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38. Are you aware that you are required to have your pet cats and
dogs microchipped and additionally registered with your local
Council by the time they are 3 months of age?

4% No

96% Yes
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39. Are your animals registered with Council?

5% Only some are

5% No, none are

90% Yes, all are
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40. What would you say are the main barriers preventing you from
registering your pet with Council?

70
60
50
= 40
o}
<)
o}
o 30
20
) l l
0 .

Expense No time Don't know how Thought that Other - Write In
microchipping (Required)
meant it was

registered with

Council
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41. Are you aware that you need to update your personal details
including address changes with Council and Central Animal Records

(Microchipping registry), to allow a swift reunion should your pet get
lost?

10% | thought they were the same
thing

2% No

88% Yes
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42. Do you have any suggestions about how we could encourage
more people to register and microchip their pets?

40% No

60% Yes - Write In (Required)
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43. Can you think of other ways pets could more efficiently be
reunited with their owners?

48% Yes - Write In (Required)

53% No
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61. Have you seen our Animal Management Officers patrolling?

41% Yes

59% No
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62. Have the branded Animal Management vehicles increased your
awareness of the officers out in the public?

39% Yes

62% No
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63. Have you had an interaction with a member of the Animal
Management team?

41% Yes

59% No
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65. Do you have any suggestions for our Animal Management team?
(things you think we could do better, issues we may not be aware of
etc)

54% Yes - Write In (Required)
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58. Are you aware that animal businesses such as dog trainers, pet
boarding and day care facilities are required by law, to be registered
with the Council?
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59. Are you aware you can report concerns regarding the operation
of animal management businesses to Council for investigation?

28% No

72% Yes
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Domestic Animal Management Plan 2022-2025

Page descrption:
Inroduction

Every Victoran Local government must, under the DomestioAnmals Act 1994, prepare  plan otifing
ow il manage dogs and cas wiin 1 muricl boundares.

“The plan denties how e counc wi:

elppes, st owners and he ganeralcommuniy o e fogeher
prect the viorment and ocal wdie rom e negaive impacs of dogs and cas
balance thenesds o those who own pts w058 who donot

dress animal management wefare and egal sues.
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improve the xperience f animal ownershio
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il el s btr understand e community'svews on what we G0 we, whatwe need 0 mprove and
make s aware of any othr sues mporant  you.

By compiting s vy, ou ae heing s shape the Domest Animal Mangemert Pian (DAVF) for
1 nextfour yeas, an snure we ae focusing our ot on what maiers 0 0r whoe communiy.

Privacy statoment
Thepersonsiformason raquested o s form s beingcolected by Gty of Grester Geslong for the
~upose of he Domestc Animsi Mansgement lan 2022-2025 o any ofher dveclyrlted puposs.
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Pleassnot, sach suvey i (e 09 1 below) has between tvee 1o s elated questons. Exch
{opi secton may ake afwminutes t compiee.

‘Select alof he toicsbelow thatyou re interestd n, and e reated auestions wil appear o you 1o
compiee

Youreedback il be made anonymous and wa form pat o the consufaion ndings repor, a5 el a5
e thames i the Domeste Anmal Mansgement P,
B complting 2 suvey, you ars greeng 0t useof your suvey ety

1. Please select sections of the Domestic Animal Management Plan (DAMP)
that you would like to provide feedback on (you can choose as many as you
like):*

™ Dogs in Publc Places
Dogpoo

Doge ncoastal areas

Dog ncidences and atacks

Open space needs.
Nusanco cas and doge
donthcaton and reuming of st anmals
Gatdesoing
Respansiie pot omnership

Dog parks

Domeste Animal Businesses

(2= s s

Animal Management team
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2. Which suburb do you five in? *

-

Anakie
Amstong Groek
Avalon

-

Fyansiord
Geolong
‘Geelong West
Grovedale
Hamiyn Helghis
Heme Hil
Highton
Indented Hoad

Uit River
Lovly Banks.
Maniold Hoghts
Mannerim
Marcus Hil

Norh Geolong
Norh Shoro
Ocean Grove
PairtLonsdale
PaintWison

‘Otr loase speciy
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3. Which age bracket do you belong to? *

-

Undor 1.
1829
-3
w049
5059
069
7079
089

0and over

4. To which gendor identy do you most denty:

-

Male.
Fomale

Adulorchld whoIdortes as non-birary, gendor diverse, or wifi
‘Gescriptors oher han man'boy or womangil

Other- please speciy (optonal)

J

Prefernotto answer
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5.Do you own a domestic pet? *

-

Yes, catfs)

es, dog(s)

Yos, both a catand dog
No, | don'town any arirals.

6. Do you believe the City provides a good balance of dog-friendly and dog-
restricted public areas? *

-

os, itsbalanced
No, there are too few dog areas
No, there are too few dog free areas

7. How well do you think your local community follows dog on-leash orders?

ot O —— ey el

- Oty

8. What percentage of the time do you follow your local dog on-leash orders?

Nover CO———— vy
e ‘Sometnes (50%) (100%)
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9. What are the reasons for providing this response? *

10. Do you believe there is enough signage to guide you or other dog
walkers on how dogs should be managed in the public spaces you use? *

© Yes
© No

- Other - Wite In (Required)

11. Is there a particular public space you would like to see more signage?

12. What do you think would encourage more people to abide by on-leash
orders? *
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13. Do you have any further feedback on how dogs in public places are
managed?

14. Do you think uncollected dog poo is an issue in the City of Greater
Geelong region? *

© Yes

© No

15. Why do you feel dog poo is an issue?
7 Unsighty
7 smel
7 Health risk
T Environmental contamination
T Annoying, and not my responsibilly to clean up afir others

[ Other - Wite In
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16. Are there any particular suburbs or public spaces where you regularly
observe uncollected dog poo and would like the Local Laws team to be
aware of?

17. What do you think could be done to improve dog poo collection and
disposal by dog owners?

18. Are you aware that the City works with Coastal Management committees
regarding dogs on beaches and dog orders in their region? *
© Yes

© No

19. Would you like to leave feedback about a Coastal Management
committee area? *

© Yes, Barwon Coast
© Yes, Bellarine Bayside.

© No, neither of these
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20. Would you like to leave feedback about a City managed coastal area? *
© Yes, Point Lonsdale (4W - 7W)

Q

Yes, Black Rock (42W - 44W)
Yes, Breamlea/Bancoora (47W - 50W)

Yes, Point Henry.

o @ @

Yes, Eastern Beach

®

Yes, Other - Write In (Required)

© No,none of these

21. What would you like the City to consider? *

22. Have you experienced or witnessed a negative incident with a dog/s
‘when in a public space? *

© Yes
© No
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23. What sort of incident did you experience or witness? *
[ Atiacked by a dog
7 Yourpet was atiacked by a dog
T A menacing rush (where dog approaches aggressively ensuing fear)
7 Knocked over or run into by a dog
1 Other- Wiite In (Required)

24. Did you report this incident to Council?
© Yes
© No

© Didn'tknow | could or should

25. Were you satisfied with how Council managed the incident? *
© Yes-Wiite In (Required)

© No-Wiite In (Required)

26. Can you identify how this incident could have been avoided? *
 Yes-Wite In (Required)




image61.png
27. Do you have any suggestions about how we may be able to reduce dog
attacks in our community?

28. When considering where you live, do you feel you have ample access to
public open space that allows dog on leash use? *

© Yes
€ No

 Unsure

29. When considering where you live, do you feel you have ample access to
public open space that allow dog off leash use? *

© Yes
€ No

 Unsure

30. When considering where you live, do you feel you have ample access to
public open space that prohibit dog use? *

© Yes
€ No

 Unsure
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31. ifyou e iving in a i, townhouse, o on a smal Bock in one of the municipaiy's newer

estatos, i you, or willyou, factor in the lack of outdoor space when choosing a pet?

 Yes-Wiite In (Required)
© No-Wiite In (Required)

© Notapplicable

32. Do you experience issues with nuisance cats in your neighbourhood?
© Yes

© No

33. Is this in relation

[ Trespass (cat coming on o your propery urinvited)

Stray cats (unowned cats that oam your nelghbourhood)

Feral cats (wild

Unwanted lters

Destruction of property (cat fasces, damage o plants etc)
Exceeding animal allowances (more than 2 cats on the property)
Impact on native birds and
Other - Wit In (Required)

{= s e s e Bie R |
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34. Do you have any suggestions on how the City could better manage cats.
or respond to nuisance cat issues? *

 Yes-Wite In (Required)

35. Do you experience issues with nuisance dogs in your neighbourhood?

© Yes

© No

36. Is this inrelation o:

C Baring
[ Dogs escaping their property
[ Menacing behaviour

I Dogs not

Kepton leash i on leash publi spaces
T Uncollecte foelgn dog poo on your propery
= Other-Wte In (Required)
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37. Do you have any suggestions on how the City could better manage
nuisance dogs or respond to nuisance dog issues? *

 Yes-Wite In (Required)

38. Are you aware that you are required to have your pet cats and dogs
microchipped and additionally registered with your local Council by the time
they are 3 months of age? *

© Yes

© No

39. Are your animals registered with Council? *
© Yesallare
© No,noneare

© Only some are.
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40. What would you say are the main barriers preventing you from registering
your pet with Council? *

7 Expense

" Notme

" Doritknow how

" Thought that microchipping meant t was registered with Council
[ Other- Wit In (Required)

“41. Are you aware that you need to update your personal details including
address changes with Council and Gentral Animal Records (Microchipping
registry), to allow a swift reunion should your pet get lost? *

© Yes

© No

© Ihoughtthey were the same thing

42. Do you have any suggestions about how we could encourage more
people to register and microchip their pets?

© Yes-Wiite In (Required)
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43. Can you think of other ways pets could more efficiently be reunited with

their owners?

 Yes-Wiite In (Required)

44. Is your cat desexed? *
© Yes

© No

45. Whatare the barriers preventing you from doing 507

ma egistered breeder
Expense

Transport dificulties

Lackof a cat carier
ihoughtmy cat was too young
My catis aways indoors,
Too busy

ik its crel

unneccessary

No barriers

Other - Wrie In (Required)

(= I im0 R
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46. Were you aware of the Gity's discount desexing month that runs each July? *
© Yes

© No

'47. How do you thnk he Gity can better publcise this program? *

48. Do you have any suggestions on how you believe Gounci couid further support and encourage
the communiy to dosex their animais?

49, What do you tink it means to be a responsible pet owner?
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50. Are you aware there s a ocallaw tha alcats shoud be desexed by the fime they are 3 morihs
ofage?*

51. Are you aware of the need fo vaccinate your pt fo protect their heath and longeviy?

© Yes

© No

52. Do you generaly observe pet owners obeying the laws regarding keeping dogs on eash where

roquired?

© Yes
© No

- Sometimes - Write In (Required)

53. Do you generaly observe pet owners obeying the laws regarding picking up afer their dog?
© Yes
© No

. Sometimes - Write In (Required)
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54. Do you generally observe pot owners obeying th laws rogarding haing efecive conirol o thei
dog whan oftload?

© Yes
© No

 Sometimes - Write In (Required)

55. Do you generaly observe pet owners obeying thelaws regarding complying with cat
curfew?

© Yes
© No

 Mixed - Wiie In (Required)

56. How do you tink the Gity can encourage more of our community members fo b responsible.
pot owners?
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57. Would you like to leave any comments regarding dog parks (use,
locations, rules, features, etc)? *

58. Are you aware that animal businesses such as dog rainers, pet boarding and day care facilfes

are roquired by law, o be rogistered with the Counci?

© Yes
© No

59. Are you aware you can report concems regarding the operation of animal management
businesses to Counci fo investigation? *

© Yes

© No

60. Additional comments:
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61. Have you soen our Animal Management Offcers patroling? *
© Yes

© No

62. Have the branded Animal Management veticles ncreased your awareness of the offcers out in
the pubic? *
© Yes

© No

63. Have you had an inferacton with a member of the Arimal Management team? *
© Yes
c No

64. How would you describe the experience?
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65. Do you have any suggestions for our Animal Management team? (things
you think we could do better, issues we may not be aware of etc)

 Yes-Wiite In (Required)

66. Would you like to leave any further feedback or comments about any of
the topics listed above, or another animal-centric issue that is not discussed
above? *
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== City of Greater Geelong .o
e Sponsored

I 73 From those with pets and without, we
want to hear from the whole community on a
range of topics in relation to domestic animals.

Tell us what you think about dogs in public
spaces, cat desexing and more and help us to
develop our Domestic Animal Management Plan
2022-25.

The plan assists us in the management of
around 45,000 domestic animals registered with
us. Have your say before 23 April here:
yoursay.geelongaustralia.com.au/DAMP-2022-
2025

& - @

YOURSAY.GEELONGAUSTRALIA....

Domestic Animal LEARN MORE

Management Plan
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For cats - they should be deserved and ndoors. Outsde on Lead onty. Thay.
e too detriment to widife.

ot having your pet impacting the Legal enjoyment of others n public places.

Exactly Usted as above - but predominately caring fo their animal, and
making sure they have all thelr needs adequately met.

Al o the sbove

Taking responsiblty for your own snimal, keeping them contained,
registering them with councl, meeting and exceeing thei needs, following
the rues.

Ensuring my dogs dont bark to disturb neighbours, keering them on my
property or  Lead, unless i an o f-Lead area, stways picking up their poo and
cisposing of it n the bins provided or my bin.

Registration. Socialisation.Training. Off Lessh sress.

Pet part of famiy. Pedigree registered dog with breed that is sultable for
your lifestyte. Commitment to the animal. Feed good qualiy food.

Training your pets housing pets appropriately so they can never escape
‘bides by dog control orders dogs should not be desexed I they are
Fegistered with an approved organisation,t i peferable to breed from
famiy pets than n puppy factories.
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Look after and care for your Pet whie also raspecting your neighbours.
fghts.

Yes

A said bove. Dog awners must be able to control thelr animal and this
means doing » asic course about dog obedience. My dogs know word
commands and dog' manners.

s considerate of other uses o publc spaces. Picks up the dog poo. Exercises.
‘ond sociaises ther pet. The animal i desexed and vaccinated to protect
other anmats

Respacting members o the public. Being aware of your dogs behaviour.
Educating yourself. ot Letting your dog annoy members of the public.

Al of the sbove

Follow signs, not just dogs o Leash but dog under efective control. React
immediately to my own dog's barking Do not Let the fact that | have a pet
have any negativ affect on any of my neighbours.

Mok sure your pe is healthy, regular Vet checks and vaccinations are
‘essential. Register and microchip sl pets, Beng aware of your surroundings
at al times. Read your dogs body Language. T rain yourself a5 wellas your
Gog.Offer traning to anyone who has a fear of dogs. Make sure your pet is
ot annoying your neighbours.

Care and welfare for your pet, they are part of your family.

Al the sbove

ALL of the above. Plus, having the pet as part of the family,not penned,or
kept outside 24/7. Good owner training, beyond puppy school token classes.
Meeting ther dog owners n the neighbourhood in a safe fenced space that
e can be sure wil keep our pets and the publc safe. Belmont High school
oval at 430-530 s such a pace, and we wish the schoel would be aware of
how hard we work to keep the area poo ree. Can't speak for users at other
times.

Your pet should be treated ss & member of the famiy. Nt a2  Friend or
best friend

(Owners need to accept totaL responsibilty for the care of thelrpets, and
any nteractions those pats have on other people (o other amimals) This
includes secure, safe and suitable housing,nutriton, exercse,dealing with
Waste products, and abiding by existing y-Lawes. I we choose to have
‘arimas in our Uves, we need to take total responsiilty for them.
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‘esexing registering and keeping your pet contained on your property

¥ you choose to have a pet Look after I, dont be confused that's t's human
v it boundaries.

Not only feed and walk your anmal But have proper training for dogs on
particutar. For recall and aggression problems. Also training for Fear and
amiousness.

Taking care of your pet Keeping pet away from willite

To have a pet as.2 member of your family that you can enjoy the company
‘and friendenip but 3afely 30 the commaniy and widife s not negatively
affected. Animals bringsjoy to people so it means Looking after them with
correct training, food, water and socalisation. Cats should be locked up at
ight o kept a3 Inside only for the protection of our wiclife Respect every.
ting creature

some one wha considers others sround them.
Al of the sbove.

ALL of the sbove but Iwould add that 3 responsibe owner should also.
‘ensure that their dog (particulary Large dogs) gets the chance to run freely
‘and extensivly on a regutar basi (daly  possite).

ALl of above, but better education s needed regarding confinement of pets.
‘Atz that pets are for U, they do have expensive neads, and owners may
ot resiie this as they grow or become older. Excerse education s very
important in keeping dogs happy, and areas £ help with ths should be part
of every municpality snd inthe planring of new estates.

& means keeping anmals safe and happy. Ensuring companion animas have.
‘sccess to sheiter, food, water, warmth. And the 5 freedoms. & means.
‘ensuring that f an animal gets out they Wl have the best chance of getting
home.

Desesing snimsls. Underst anding the type of bréed you own snd trainto
e strengths. Training both people and there pets gves the best outcome.
for everyene

‘Some empathy and genine respect for the needs of the animal so that
ther neac are attendad to promptly.
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Some o the above, but not al. *Minmises nuisance to others. *is
Subjective term - f someone dojesnt Uke dogs, am |upposed to abide by
her wishes? Or should they abide by mine? Do they have more rhts than
others? It seems i easier o get stuck into dog owners a5 they whinge less
‘han those who just dont ke dogs.

Looking after and ensuring your pet behaves obediently to access any public
‘area unrestrained. Icluding icking up after your pet and ensuring it does
ot encraach any members of public without ntation.

To completely ook after you own pet daty . Nutritious food , clean up their

oo and dispose of it environmentally friendly. Always carry poo bags
Aiways have her on a Lead when away from my property. Make sure she.
Gossnt stay outside barking t night.

Keep your pet healthy and safe Atide by councl regulations i regards to
pets

Registration, microchipped, desexed once § months old.Vaccinations & VET
check ups. Proper dog traiingll Evidence of attendance o particpation n
Gog training. Always heading out with dog bags, treats to reward obedince
inyour dog & ensure effective contral. Proper early socalisation of young
pups dogs ta ear to behave (it ke chidren).

‘desexing whis. animls i young, keeping cats on own premises. Controlling
Gogs when out.our backgarden s totally enclosed our cat cannot Leave our
premises.

ALL of the above. & means ejeying the benefts of having 3 pet and ensuring.
it cared for Loved, and happy. A trained dog i & happy dog It slso means.
respecting the needs of peopl outside our immediate family who may not

weant t0 be near dogs

Desexed. microchipped, regstered, curf ewed anmals. Housed in appropriate.
Surroundings with access to food, water, shelter, veteriary care, exercse

‘and activities, Loved and cared for slwaya.

Controlling your pet's movements. Keeping it under conrol for publc and the
pet's safety.

Keeping your animal under control, well fed and well xercised
Al of the sbove
Following everything written above

Considerate of other humans and snmals when out in publc, abide by sy
rutesfaws.
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Ensuring the safety and well being of both your pet and respecting your
environment and others around you

Feed snd water tham Exercise them Love them _ Even when they chew your
favourice things Most important: Do for them what they can't do for
hemselves (clean up after them nside and outside of the home, take them
€0 the vet and pay excruciatingly high bils for grass seed remoa etc etc.
etc)Pat them Tl them and Show them you Love them. Give them
(Crvistmas presents even though they dor' know why there s  tree covered
inshiny thingsinthei house that they are not allowed to play with »[

One that controts thelr pet regarding barking, while walking and cleaning up.
after thei animal.

‘Same as above. Your choice to have a pet should not negatively impact on
others.1 also beleve al dogs and cats should be kept nside at right 50 0ut
widife can go about thelr business safely.

ALl of the sbove, but sizo someane wha provides 8 Loving, stable
‘environment for thelrpets. Fed. sheler, axercsed regularly. The above.
Gefniton s s mecharical, it doesn' take into consideration the mpertance
of investigating time, patients, routine for your pets.

Al of the sbove

ALl of the above,and love

Al of the sbove

Al o the sbove

ALl of the above Especially the bit about being a nusance to widife.
Treating ur pet as part of he famiy. Not Letting it fend for itselr.

ALL of the above and support to friends and neighbours as necessary.

Health and welfare of animals s a pioiy. Also ensure my pets are not
causing 3 problem for others

Exsctly what s mentionsd sbove:

ALL o the above. DoesntLet their dog of Leash on beaches to chase birds
‘and hassle other people,when It clearly says It is an o Leash beach. Also
‘cach housenold should anly be allowed 1 dog andior 1 cat. The number of
Gogs and cats in thi region s becoming out of contrl. Cats kil bilions of
our widife every year. The beaches are naw over run with dogs.
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Apart from the obwious of Looking ater your pet’s welfare, maling sure
they don'timpact the heaith and welfare of other pets and people.

Take care o your pet, reqularly exercise, take care of s health and fecd it
g0od food. Provide t with & saf environment and appropriste housing
Minimum undertske puppy and adolascence dog training Pick up sfter your.
og Alide Leash rules when aut snd sbout. Do not Leave dog unttended
outside your home

Taking responsibilty of ownershipof your dog, desexing, Lraining, giing the
Gog what it needs e feeding, exercise,stimulation, and vet care, don't get 3
Gog i all you do’s put it n 2 back yard and walk i twice a week

Al the sbove.

Someans who rasearchers breads before they buy an snimal to try and
make sure they et an animal to suit you

Providing sa e housing, roviding bitogical appropriate food, water,vet care,
‘and enrichment, s well ss microchipping & desexing st an spproprate age,
‘Generally sfter 12-18 manths for dag, 3-6 menths for cate,

Looking after your dog. feed them on time, keep them on Leash and
restrained as needed. Make sure they have shelter,routine and regular vet
Care. f you choose to own a cat keep them inside, away from native animals.

Abide by the rues. Make sure your dogs have proper training. Cats should be
in enclasure and not runing free.

Youare accountable for every impact your pet creates, and they are your
family member for .

Most of the above
To know where YOUR pet s at ALL times, not allowing them o roam
Following councl rutes. Knowing your pets sbilties,triggers, behavour, and
temperament, social kLS, and hecds. Attendng to the animals vet needs.
‘g Immurisation, desexing,regitration,food, safety, control, and
containment.

Reduces the impact of your pet on others.

Act n the best interest of your animal

Being considerate of others and simply obeying the regulations.Inmy

‘experience some dog owners do not consider the Laws sppropriate 5o they
anore them.
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